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1.1.1 Objectives

The main objective of this chapter is to teach students about national security
and its importance for the country. It will help to gain knowledge about national policies,
principles and objectives of the nation.

1.1.2 Introduction

Before we discuss "National Security", it is very important and necessary to understand
as to what is a "Nation". The word "Nation" has been derived from the Latin word
"nation", which means 'born'. A nation, therefore, is a group of people weded together
in a class or society by ties of blood-relationship. This definition rather gives nation a
radical and, or an ethical meaning, thus not the correct definition of a nation.

Etymologically, "a nation consists of groups of people, a race welded together in a society
by ties of blood-relationship". However, race and nation are two distinct terms. The
mere claim of blood-relationship may not be applicable in today's world due to migrations
of people to other nations over a period of time as well as their activities. The people i.e.
the population in a country like India, USA, UK, Australia etc. consists of many races,
people of mixed blood. As such, one can say that a Nation has no real significance of
mere race only.

L. National Security
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As observed above, a nation consists of individuals, races, ethnic groups, linguistic entities
etc. having certain characteristics in common to make them members of a nation. Besides
being member of a nation, their feelings, emotions, actions, social actions and behaviour
traits, economic, political party affiliations and their actions encompass all these traits
towards a nation's affinity. For the well being, progress and ensuring security of the
nation both internal as well as external security for its people i.e. "the nation", national
security assumes importance.

Before, we proceed any further, let us see what Security means? As per Oxford and
Chamber's dictionary, Security has been defined as, "a state or feeling or means of being
secure or free from danger," thus, security is safety, freedom from fear and anxiety. It is
a state of safety, protection from fear, anxiety and danger from the others. In security
par lance, the danger can be of various types and at various levels. However, at national
level, the concept of national security consists of security of people of a nation against
internal as well as external threats to its people, economy, territory and social activities.

According to Walter - Lippman, "a nation is considered to be secure only, when it does
not have to sacrifice her legitimate national objectives in order to avoid war, and if
challenged, the nation is capable of maintaining these objectives through the course of
war."

According to large number of analysts, national security refers to that capability of a
nation which enables it to defend its honour both from internal as well as external
threats. The internal threats assumes great significance in recent years in view of ethnic
violence, fundamentalism, sectarianism, religious fanaticism and cross-border terrorism
etc.

From the above, one can fairly assume that national security, is the maintenance of
identity and independence of a nation i.e. "sovereignty of nation". To ensure national
security, both external as well as internal dimensions are required to be looked into and
maintained. Besides ensuring security of the people against external as well as internal
threats., the national security encompasses the preservation of national integrity, security
of life of people, development of economy, technology, exploitation of natural resources,
increasing production both industrial and agriculture, upliftment of poor population,
education, health, culture, social development, stable and pragmatic foreign policy and
maintaining good relations with neighbours. Besides, the above, maintaining political
stability, secularism, education, defence preparedness and self sufficiency,
industrialization etc. helps in maintaining National Security. In addition, steps are
required to be taken against cross-border terrorism, internal dissatisfaction, sectarism
and religions fundamentalism and ensuring sufficient safeguards against internal as
well as external threats to maintain the sovereignty of the nation.
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1.1.3 Objectives and methods of National Security

The objectives of National Security are listed below:-

a) To foresee and ensure security of the nation against external threats
b) To foresee and safeguard the nation against internal threats

C) Economic development of the nation

d) Uplift of the people of the nation

e) Self sufficiency in production of agriculture and industry

f) Social development of people and ensuring safety of social values

h) Defence preparedness

i) Research and development
) Good neighbourly relations
k) Political stability

1) Welding the various groups, ethnic segments, various ideologies and religious
togetherness to form 'one nation'

(
(
(
(
(
(
(g) Pragmatic diplomatic foreign policy
(
(
(
(
(

(m)  National pride

(n) Respecting and defending the fundamental rights of its people.
(o) Nuclear deterrent

(p) Development of new technologies

(q) Maintaining and creating the health standard of people

(r) Development of education

1.1.4 National Interest

The objective of National Security is to foresee and eliminate all the problem areas of
danger arising either internally or externally and/or both for the existence of a nation.
Every nation, in order to ensure National Security as per its requirements formulate
national as well international objectives and frame such policies as well as to undertake
national commitments based on need, purpose, interest and principles.

National interest is the sum total of the national values. These national values are connected
with political aspirations, welfare, protection of people, their culture, inner as well out
side threat, the nation's out side interests, security safe guarding, preparations to meet
any external threat and well being of its people. National values clash at times. Thus, a
concerted effort is required to be made to decide as to which interests are to be safe guarded
and what preference it is to be given over other values. The following aspects of national
interest are worth mentioning :-
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1.

Foreign Policy as part of National Interest

In order to protect and ensure the national interest, foreign policy of a nation
plays a very important and significant part. A good, stable, pragmatic and firm
foreign policy will ensure and strengthen the national interests of a nation. On
the other hand a weak & unstable foreign policy, may jeopardize the national
interests which in turn may endanger national security. A stable political
government helps formulating a stable and firm foreign policy.

Security

It is important to maintain the identity and independence of the nation i.e. ensuring
the sovereignty of the nation. Both internal as well as external security is required
to be maintained and ensured. Measures to ensure national security are as follows:-

(@) Short Term Measures to ensure security

Preservation of national integrity, security of life of people, uplift of the
poor, development of technology, import of weapon and equipment.

(b) Long Term Measures to ensure security

These include attaining self sufficiency, increase in industrial as well
as agricultural production, fast and steady economic growth, 'State of art'
technological advances, self sufficiency in the production of weapons and
equipment and development of IT technologies.

National Development

It is very important to ensure the development of economy, development of
'state of art' technologies, social development, good foreign policy projections,
maintaining good relations with other countries with particular reference to the
immediate neighbours, uplift of the poor population, social development,
education includes compulsory education up to some class level in school, aspects
of national development. Import of technology and sending students to learn in
foreign and more advanced universities may be undertaken . Foreign aid and
loans may be undertaken to ensure speedy national development. Flow of 'Brain
Drain' has to be stopped. Development of IT technologies has assumed great
importance recently.

World Order

As part of National Interest policies, creation of peaceful atmosphere and
conditions in the world are required. No tension should be there in the world,
otherwise, it may lead to conflicts, suffering of trade, economy and over and
above straining of International Relations and peace. This will retard progress
and prosperity.
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5. Ensuring the Security of the Frontiers

So as to ensure national security, as part of national interest, it is very necessary
to ensure security of frontiers by raising, maintaining, equipping the Armed Forces
with the 'State of Art' weaponry and deploying sufficient defence forces on the
threatened areas where the neighbours do not respond to the 'live and let live'
peaceful dictum. As part of National Interest, a nation may have to ensure
National Security by going outside the frontiers e.g.1971 war in East Pakistan
and creation of Bangladesh and helping Maldives in the abortion of coup.

1.1.4.1 Self-Check Exercise-I
Q.1  What is National Security ?
Ans.

Q.2 What are the Objective of National Security ?
Ans.

1.1.5 National Principles

The National Principles of the nation are the enduring rules of conduct that characterize
a nation. These principles are made, amended and modified from time to time depending
upon the national security and National Interest requirements. National Principles of
nations differ from nation to nation based on their geographical location, types of people,
ideologies and the types of governments. National principles however, exert a significant
and powerful influence on national decision making and during their implementation.
Some of the principles which guide the actions and reactions of nations are :-

(a) Respect for human and their fundamental rights.
(b) Respect of sovereignty of nations, equality of nations, however small or
insignificant they may be.
(c) Settlement of international disputes by peaceful means bilaterally or
through the UN.
1.1.6 National Objectives

National objectives are the broad based goals of a nation based on certain national
principles which are designated to keep the national interest. Again, these objectives
keep on changing with the changed scenario and changing requirement of national
security and national interest. Some of the national objectives could be stable like the
expanding national economy, deterrence of war, social and cultural advancements,
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uplift of poor, education, technological advances, attainment of self sufficiency etc.
1.1.7 National Policies

National Policies are the specific course of action under taken by a nation to achieve the
national objectives. National policies may be considered as the means to accomplish the
national objectives. These policies must take into account all the elements of national
strength in order to ensure and achieve the required national objective and results. The
formulation of national policies is the primary and very vital task of 'National
Government in Power'. The national policies should not change with the change of
national governments.

1.1.8 Summary

In order to ensure the concept of national security, it is necessary to understand all the
aspects mentioned above. In order to ensure national security, understanding the
problems of national security both internal as well as external is very essential. Sufficient
safe guards by way of making national objectives and national policies are required to
be made. National interest is to be kept in mind while making these objectives and
policies. This will ensure national security. Stable and pragmatic foreign policy helps in
maintaining the national interests and national security.

1.1.9 Long Questions

Q.1  What is National security and its objectives and methods ?

Q.2 Explain the national security and interest and prinicples.

1.1.10 Suggested Readings

S.T. Das : National Security in Perspective : Delhi, Gian Publishing
House

Jaswant Singh : National Security, Lancer Publishers
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1.2.1 Objectives

The main objective of this chapter is to teach students about elements
national security and the differences between stable and unstable factors of national
security.

1.2.2 Introduction

The preservation of national security of the nation is of paramount importance and
vitally essential. Threats to the nation's security can be both external as well as internal.
The degree of security required to be achieved against both the dangers and threats
would depend upon the level of national power and strength or steps under-taken by
the nation to overcome these dangers and threats.

A nation is considered to be secure or insecure according to its strength and ability to
eliminate the possible areas of dangers and weaknesses. It is fairly correct to presume
that a nation's national security depends on its capabilities which is its power both
economic and military. The capabilities of a nation can be measured objectively, whereas
the power is evaluated in more subtle psychological and rational terms. The psychological
aspect of having sufficient power is crucial as it depends to a great extent as to what
other nations think of it.
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1.2.3 Elements of National Security

In order to possess sufficient strength or power to ensure adequate requirement of
National Security, some of the important elements of National Security can be classified
and characterized. The two generally accepted classification of elements of National
Security are as follows :

1.2.3.1 Stable/tangible Factors : Geography and Mineral Resources

1.2.3.2 Unstable/intangible Factors : Manpower, Economic stability and
Industrial strength, Military preparedness, National character, National
morale, Social & Political Aspects and Science and Technology.

Some of the important elements of national security are being discussed in the subsequent
paragraphs.

1. Geography

It is the most stable and permanent important factor of National Security which effects
the National Security. The geography of the nation dictates the size, topography , climate,
agriculture, working culture of the people depending upon the type of climate,
neighbours, access to sea, sea trade and industry. The following factors of geography
effect the National Security of a nation :-

(@) Size : This implies that a large size of country (Area) can accommodate more
people and is capable of sustaining a large population. The larger the size, there
are more chances of finding national resources, and ensuring industrialization.
The larger size of a nation can protect the nation adequately from nuclear strike
as compared to smaller size of nation which can be easily wiped out the entire
population. As also, a small size is easy to overrun in case of war. However, the
large size requires large number of military forces for protection from external
aggression as well as from hostile neighbours.

(b)  Location : Location of nation is even more important than its size. Location
decides economy, people, climate, crops and their pattern, culture, mining,
commerce, factories. Location also decides whether a nation is land locked or is
a sea power. It along with the size indicate the borders with neighbours and the
efforts required to ensure National Security. Location also indicates the likely
important areas, battle grounds, buffer areas. It also determines the climate of a
place. The requirement of military power required to deal with aggression of a
nation will be determined by its location and proximity with neighbour's
behaviour.

() Climate : The climate determines the culture, economy, political organisations,

religion of a nation. Climate affects directly the health and energy of people. It
plays a very important role in the geography e.g. continuous heat and humidity
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saps the energy of people. Whereas temperate cold, mild cold enhances the energy
and stamina of people. Monsoon too plays an important role and effects the
economy positively as well as negatively. The climate also determines the location
of industries and other development activities.

(d)  Topography : It means the surface features of area, locations of mountains,
rivers including their direction of flow, plateau's, flat land and desert etc. effect
the geography of a nation. For example, Himalayas was considered as a barrier
between India and China. It prevents cold winds from North. Rivers provide
hydel energy, water for irrigation, navigation as well as natural boundaries
between nations. Availability of sea and ocean is considered as natural protection
as also helps in sea (transport) trade. Topography also provides ecological balance
due to snow, rivers, vegetations. Hills and mountain provides timber, herbs and
natural resources and also wild life.

2. Mineral Resources

Availability of mineral resourcesis a god's gift to nations. Exploration of mineral resources
provides raw material (which helps industries to grow). Their availability is very
important source of ensuring National Security which will help the nation in becoming
a great power. Without the mineral resources, it will be difficult to become a great national
power. Mineral resources are parts of inorganic process which includes metals, oils,
water, chemicals, coal etc. The availability of large quantity and good quality of mineral
resources is very important for ensuring National Security. e.g. Indian coal and steel is
poor in quality but these are the most important minerals. Oil is another important
mineral. Gulf region countries have abundance of oil, thus these countries are rich due
to the availability, extraction and export of oil. National power and national security of
a nation depends on the availability and development of mineral resources. Mineral
resources can be divided into three following categories :-

(a) Metals
(b) Non-metals
(c) Fuels

3. Economic Stability

Economic stability is one of the very important aspect of national security. Economic
progression of the country ensures the economic stability. Without economic stability,
national security can not be adequately ensured. Economic stability can be ensured by a
network of financial, commercial and productive enterprises. Strong industrial capability
with technological advances, research and development infrastructure, availability of
Capital (soft loans) and production of all types of needed material for internal as well as
external consumption will ensure economic stability. The need of research and



B.A. Part-III (Semester-V) 10 Defence & Strategic Studies

development of 'State of Art' weapon systems and other defence related materials to
meet the requirements of defence forces needs to emphasis to ensure national security.
Continuous economic developments should be carried out which include increase in
the production capacities, setting up of 'joint ventures, new-plants, machinery, working
capital', availability of capital, availability of raw material, availability of high grade
technology and technical hands and efficient labour. Good government policies, allocation
of resources, less government and bureaucratic interference in trade and industry, liberal
industrial policy, availability of capital at lower rates of interest, import and export
liberalisation, protection of industry from outside tariffs and pressure and grant of
incentives to trade and industry will ensure economic stability which in turn will ensure
national security.

4. Military Preparedness

In order to defend the frontiers of the nation, the requirement of keeping and maintaining
the strong armed forces is a necessity for the nation. Therefore sufficient strength of
armed forces is required to be maintained and these forces are required to be equipped
with "State of Art" weapon in order to meet any aggression. The military preparedness
entails expenditure, but provides preservation of liberty and freedom to the population
of the nation from external aggression and ensures national security. Military
preparedness encompasses the following ingredients in order to ensure National Security :

(a) Threat perception from outside (i.e. external) as well as from inside
(internal)
(b) Correct and prompt appreciation of existing as well as envisaged threat

by political masters as well as the military Top Brass. It is necessary to
keep vigil through out the year.

(c) Allocation of sufficient defence budget.
(d) Recruitment of soldiers based on the threat perception

(e) Establishment of military training establishments and rigorous training
throughout the year.

(f) Defence Research and Development (R &D) to ensure 'State of Art'
weapons and equipment and ensuring self-sufficiency by indigenous
production as a long term measure.

(g) Equipping the Armed forces with the latest 'State of Art' weaponry and

equipment.
(h) Industrial backup to ensure self sufficiency in production.
(i) Understanding and appreciating the requirement of technological changes

in the weapons and equipment of defence forces.

G) Maintaining high morale of troops and ensuring high quality leadership.
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(k) Reviewing the threat perceptions continuously and periodically and taking
necessary steps to meet these threats.

Defence preparedness is an objective indicator of eternal vigilance. Defence preparedness
provides deterrence and it indirectly saves lives. It generates economic and socio-cultural
benefits, thus ensures and safeguards national security. The old dictum, "If you want
peace, be prepared for war" still holds good. The recent Kargil crisis and happenings
are indicatives of military preparedness.

5. Social and Political Aspects

Social and Political aspects of the nation have a great bearing on the national security.
The social aspect is indicative as to how the society has been formed and is functioning.
How the various clans, tribes and ethnic communities in the nation are behaving and
inter-acting with each other. Religion also plays a great part in the formation of social
behaviour of the people and their inter-action with other people. In a state where
fundamentalism is predominant, it may affect the other people who do not have the
same religious belief. This may erode the secular nature of a nation and may retard the
progressive functioning of a nation and may become a problem for ensuring national
security. Whereas, secular societies with openness and moderation in religious beliefs
may help in the maintenance of National Security. With fundamentalism rampant in a
nation, dissensions in the society may erode the nation's strength internally and may
pose problems externally. However, religion spells out the moral code of people. National
feelings, like, patriotism, is the out-come of the religious code, which is a dominant
National Security aspect.

The way of life of people, their behaviour, their customs and traditions, their culture,
even caste system plays a significant part in the strengthening or weakening of National
Security. If the people of a nation are sociable, have tolerance and follow the policy of
'live and let live' the National Security of that nation will automatically get enhanced as
compared to others where the people and society show intolerance to others, has
indifferent standard of living of people and low literacy rate will adversely affects the
National Security.

As far as the Political system is concerned, it will be very fair to assume that a secular
and democratic form of Government provides greater national strength than a
dictatorship from of Government. The recent example of crumbling of Soviet Union is
indicative of this aspect. The Soviet System of socialism failed after experimenting over
70 years. Look at their shattered economy, political upheavals and condition of the
people. Other examples of non-democratic way of functioning of governments is Nepal
and Pakistan.

However, it is generally believed that dictatorship form of government has great
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advantage for national power at the time of war, where centralised control, secrecy and
swift execution are the most important ingredients. But, this is not true and does not
pay in the long run. Example can be sighted of Germany's dictatorship during World War II,
where initially, gains were seen, but ultimately, the dictatorship paved way for democratic from
of government.

Most of the observers point out that democracy has a great advantage as it is run on the
consent and voluntary support of people and political parties. Democracies are run on
the beliefs and notions of people who send their representatives to form the government.

Not withstanding the above, stability of any political system or any form of government
is a very important aspect of national security. Stable political system will help forming
a stable government. A stable government will be pragmatic in its approach to the
problems as well as governance of the nation. A stable government will be progressive
and will have a mature foreign policy. A mature foreign policy will be indicative of
peace with the neighbours. This will ensure security for the nation.

6. Science and Technology

Technology is the applied science and knowledge in all spheres of life which is applied
to the best advantage. This is also called 'technical know how'. The more technically
advanced a nation is, the more powerful it becomes as it helps producing 'State of Art'
production systems, in increasing production, producing quality products with minimum
effort. With the introduction of new technology, quality weapons and equipment can
be produced which ensures national security as that enhances the security. Further,
with the introduction of new technologies, the production increases, cost of
manufacturing goes down and quality materials are produced. This gives economic
power to the nation. The better the economic power a nation has, the better the nation's
security becomes.

Any nation with a sound technical base will have advantage over others. Initially, the
technology may have to be imported. Joint ventures or transfer of technologies may
have to be resorted to start with. Establishment of a sound 'Research and Development'
department in the country will go a long way to achieve technological advances and
ultimately it will help ensuring self-reliance and self-sufficiency.

Technology is not static. It is ever changing and is changing rapidly. Technological
advances are very fast in many fields including the defence matters.

In the case of Defence, 'The State of Art' weapons and equipment is very important.
New armaments, guns, tanks, air power and ships must be developed/procured to
keep pace with latest developments and production. Having nuclear capability and
capability to deliver the weapon system is of utmost importance. Dropping of two Atom
Bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan in 1945 changed the whole course of World
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War II, and brought the war to an immediate end. This was the result of development of
new technology during the World War II. Possession of Nuclear Bomb is deterrent, thus
enhances and ensures National Security.

Our history is full of instances of superior weaponry used by adversaries with resounding
successes to them. This had affected our national security. Thus, it would be right to
presume that new technologies must be adopted and made use of in spheres of life so as
to ensure adequate National Security.

1.2.3.3 Self-Check Exercise-I
Q.1  What is military preparedness ?
Ans.

Q.2 What is economic stability ?
Ans.

1.24 Summary

It will be observed from the above that the elements of national security if used in the
correct way will definitely ensure better national security. Geography and Mineral
Resources are very important stable and tangible elements. The exploitations and correct
use of these factors must be ensured. Economic stability stems from the effective and
prompt use of mineral resources. The more the economic progress, the more the economic
stability will be ensured and the end result will be the more national security assurance.

A sound social and political system will ensure sound and stable governments to make
and pursue pragmatic policies within as well as out side the country. A sound
technological base and its use will ensure over all progress sooner. Correct threat
perception and military preparedness will ensure preservation and enhancement of
national security. A sound foreign policy and pragmatic approach enhances the national
prestige in the country as well as abroad, thus enhancing the national power and national
security.

1.2.5 Long Questions

Q.1  What are the elements of national security ?

Q.2 Explain the stable factors of national security.

1.2.6 Suggested Readings

S.T. Das : National Security in Perspective : Delhi, Gian Publishing
House

Jaswant Singh : National Security, Lancer Publishers
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1.3.1 Objectives

In this chapter, the main objective is to teach students about the geo-political
problems and effects of partition on India's security. Another objective is to make
them understand about the creation of new boundaries and new nation theory.
1.3.2 Introduction
The partition of India in 1947 resulted within formation of India and Pakistan (East &
West Pakistan), as a result of Jinnah's and his political party's demand for a separate
country for Muslims. The partition instead of solving the problem to secure a peaceful
settlement and security, created more serious security problems for both the countries
especially for India. Even before the partition took place, the security problems had
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started taking place by way of shifting of the population on both sides. The Pakistan's
intentions however have been nefarious since beginning.

The New Boundaries : As a result of partition

Due to the partition of India on 15th August 1947, the new frontiers of India were
extended as follows on the eve of partition:-

(@  On the North-West - Line extending from Gilgit the Pamirs in Jammu and
Kashmir to the Arabian Sea Coast. This has been a national boundary identified
by well defined features on the ground.

(b)  On the North - From Gilgit, the Pamirs in Jammu and Kashmir, to the East
along the Himalayas bordering Tibet, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Burma (now
Myanmar). This boundary has been running along the most rugged mountains
on the watershed principles along the Himalayas.

(©) On the East - Hill features extending from North East to South with Burma (i.e.
Myanmar) along the most rugged mountains. A very well defined boundary
with hill features, to foresee and safeguard the nation against internal threats.

(d) In Bengal - Assam Corridor - The boundaries with East Pakistan extends from
Bengal along the Siliguri corridor to Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

The Land Borders
India's land borders stretch to 14,100 kms and it had borders with six countries i.e. East

Pakistan (now Bangladesh), Myanamar, Bhutan, Nepal, China (Tibet) and West Pakistan
(Now Pakistan) is as follows:

(a) Bangladesh 4,351 Km.

(b) Myanmar : 1,643 Km.

(c) Bhutan : 699 Km.

(d) Nepal : 1,751 Km.

(e) China (Tibet) : 2,410 Km.

(f) Pakistan : 3,244 Km including the LOC in J&K

1.3.3 ThePopulation Migration to the newly created nations of India & Pakistan

The population of undivided India consisted of all religions with predominant Muslim
population in the West Punjab, Sindh, Baluchistan and North-West Frontiers. There
were also pockets of muslim dominant population in rest of India with a big chunk of
Muslim population in East Bengal. The Muslim separatists wanted a separate home for
the Muslims of India. Thus, Pakistan was brought into being as the result of partition of
India in 1947 in order to create the separate home land for India's Muslims in response
to demands of Muslim separatists led by Mohammed Ali Jinnah and other Muslim leaders.
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At the time of partition, Pakistan was formed into and made of two separate regions -
West Pakistan in the Indus river basin, and East Pakistan, located more than 1600 Km.
away, in the Ganges river delta. East Pakistan however, ceased to exist in December
1971 when it was liberated by India with the help of Indian defence forces and Mukti
Bahinis, and, Bangladesh was created in place of East Pakistan.

The partition not only drastically changed the boundaries of India, it also brought
political, social, administrative and economic turmoil in India. A large number of non-
Muslim population migrated from West Pakistan to East Punjab and other northern
states of India, leaving behind dead their kith and kin due to communal riots, their
property, animals and the very fertile land. The most fertile land "The granary of India"
was left behind in Pakistan. The refugees came to India in a very pathetic state, penniless,
homeless, having lost many members of their family and personal belongings. Housing
these refugees, feeding them, providing health and medical facilities, and rehabilitating
them became a major task for India and it posed a major security problem. On the
Eastern side, since part of Bengal was divided to carve out East Pakistan, a similar
problem arose there too. The partition moreover, led to leaving behind advanced industries
going to Pakistan's share.

1.3.4 Division of Armed Forces as a result of Partition

In addition, to the above, the partition of India led to the division of armed forces between
India and Pakistan. This created numerous security problems like re-organising of the
armed forces, equipping them, guarding of new created frontiers and boundaries. The
geo-political system went into great turmoil and it took considerable time to stabilize it.

1.3.5 Creation of New Boundaries

As a result of the partition, new boundaries were created and drawn between India
and Pakistan. These boundaries were not drawn on the basis of any natural features
easily identifiable on the ground, but were based on religious and political basis. The
new frontiers and boundaries offered no automatic protection, thus required security
from day one. The new boundary line in the West ran from Kashmir to Rann of Kachchh,
which apart from being mountainous and hilly areas of Kashmir, ran through a broad
plain. Though on the North, the boundary remained unchanged bordering Tibet, Nepal
and Bhutan, however, in the East, the boundary with East Pakistan which was carved
out of Bengal touched Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram states of India.
These new boundaries created a major security problem for India as these boundaries
were also porous and were not based on any natural obstacle (i.e., features).

1.3.6 The Security Problems

As anticipated, though, most of the Muslim population from India migrated to Pakistan,
it did not happen in the East. Though almost entire non-Muslim population left East
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Pakistan, but the entire Muslim population from Eastern States did not migrate to East
Pakistan. This further led to tensions and political upheavals. The creation of East
Pakistan had strategic bearing on the territories of India located in the North-East. The
creation of East Paskistan left a very small corridor from North to Eastern states. This
small corridor could be threatened by China and Pakistan any time. This corridor is
known as Siliguri corridor.

1.3.7 Pak Aggression in 1947

To add fuel to fire, Pakistani sponsored, armed intruders consisting of Northern tribals
(knowns as Razakars) organized invasion in the State of Jammu and Kashmir and thus
created a major political and security problem. The move of Razakars in Kashmir was
so swift that even Srinagar city was threatened as these Razakars had reached the
outskirts of the city very quickly. Kashmir at that time was a princely state ruled by
Maharaja Hari Singh. The Maharaja did not join India or Pakistan on partition. The
state forces of the Maharaja were not properly organised and were considered no match
to the Pakistani sponsored Razakars. The state forces melted away within no time infront
of the Razakars. India had to intervene on 27th Oct 1947, when the Maharaja acceded
Jammu and Kashmir by signing the 'instrument of Accession of India' on the 26th October
1947. Though Indian forces acted swiftly to fight the Razakars and started pushing
them out of Kashmir, it took them (i.e. Indian forces) more than one year to liberate 2/
3 of population and area in Kashmir from the Razakars. Before the Armed forces of
India could fully throw away the Razakars out of Kashmir, India went to UN in January
1949, and thus Kashmir de-facto got divided with Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK)-
being controlled by Pakistan and the rest by India. The intrusion of Razakars into Kashmir
was supported by Pakistan Army and was fully sponsored by the Government of
Pakistan. Pakistani political leaders had evil designs for Kashmir ever before the partition
took place in August 1947.

Since the signing of the Instrument of Accession to India by the Maharaja of
Kashmir on 26th Oct, 1947, the ] & K State became part of Indian territory and the
defence and security of | & K state became the responsibility of India. This further created
new frontiers, the security and the responsibility of defending it added further frontier
to India's already long boundaries and frontiers. Thus, additional security problems
added to the security problems inherited due to the partition.

1.3.8 Geo-Political Effects of Partition:

The Geo-political effects of partition of India in August 1947 on the boundaries and
frontiers in India created the following effects :-

(a) New boundaries with Pakistan were generally not based on any natural features
on the ground.
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(b)

The frontiers extended far too much due to creation of Pakistan as compared to pre-
partition.

The requirement of defence forces to ensure the security of Indian borders
increased tremendously due to the new created geographical boundaries.

Since the new boundaries were not based on any natural features on the ground,
the borders became porous thus cross border terrorism, smuggling, narcotic trade,
infltration and anti-social activities started physically. It became impossible to
guard every inch of border especially in ] & K.

The only road passing through Srinagar (Kashmir) to Ladakh came under direct
observation of Pakistan forces and created lot of logistic and security problems.

In the East, creation and carving of East Pakistan out of Bengal again created a
major logistic and security problems for the Indian North-Eastern states as a
narrow corridor of approximately 50 Km width now remained between East
Pakistan and Nepal/Bhutan and India for the Indian access to the North Eastern
states of India. This became a magic choke point specially with hostile China in
the North and East Pakistan in the South.

Kashmir issue became a long drawn affair and this is likely remain a major "thorn
in the neck" as far as India is concerned till the issue is amicably settled.

The partition and occupation of part of Jammu & Kashmir by Pakistan through
raiders i.e. Razakars gave her a strategic advantage in Jammu & Kashmir. The
approach to Kashmir from West Pakistan side is easy and runs through the valleys.
This enables her to move and switch her forces at various points easily and can
also maintain a large number of fighting troops easily as compared to India's
lengthy and comparative insecure logistic approaches. Besides this, the border
being porous, Pakistan can always push in infiltrators easily with impunity and
thus create major security problems.

1.3.8.1 Self-Check Exercise-I

Q.1

Ans.

Q.2

Ans.

What were the security problems of India after partition ?

What were the geo-political effects of partition ?
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1.3.9 Security Problems regarding the merger of States of J & K, Junagarh,
Hyderabad and Goa

At the time of partition in 1947, there were 565 princely states existing in India. At the
time of Independence; all these princely states were free to decide their accession either
to India or Pakistan or to remain independent. Geographically, all states falling within
the Indian territorial (on partition)boundaries must accede to India, and all those princely
states falling within territorial boundary of Pakistan should accede to Pakistan. But in
the case of the princely states of Kashmir and Junagarh, the situation and problem were
different. The state of Jammu and Kashmir was the only princely state bordering both
with India and Pakistan, whereas, the states of Hyderabad as also the state of Junagarh
was located well within the Indian territory. However, these states had different ideas
of their merger and non-merger. On the other hand Goa with other small territories was
was within India's boundaries, but under the Portuguese rule and it did not want to
merge with India at all.

On the Independence Day on 15th August 1947, all the 565 princely states had formally
acceeded to India or Pakistan, with the exception of three states- Hyderabad, Junagarh
and Kashmir and also the territories of Goa. Of these, Hyderabad State was lying entirely
within India and was at a distance of more than thousand miles from either wing of
Pakistan, and would have inevitably acceded to India. It decided to become independent.
Junagarh and Jammu & Kashmir being border States of Pakistan and India, became a
principal bone of contention.

L Merger of Kashmir (Jammu and Kashmir)

Kashmir, in fact, consists of two different regions of Jammu (a Hindu predominant) and
Kashmir (Muslim dominant with Ladakh a separate Buddhist ethnic group). At the
time of independence, the Maharaja Hari Singh, the ruler of J & K had three choices
open to him

(A)  Accession to India
(B) Accession to Pakistan
(C)  Remain independent.

Out of the three choices, he would not accede to Pakistan because of security fear to the
large Hindu community in Jammu and Kashmir. He also did not want to merge with
India. Thus, he wanted to remain independent of both these countries. Thus he did not
accede either to India or Pakistan on 15th August 1947. He only acceded to India on
26th October 1947 when Pakistani sponsored and Pakistani aided tribal raiders
(Razakars), armed with latest weapons, invaded Jammu and Kashmir, and also only
when the Maharaha's State Army showed helplessness in preventing to face the
onslaught of Pakistani sponsored invaders. Thus only on 27th October 1947 onwards,
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India could take action against Pakistan invaders when the Maharaja signed the
'Instrument of Accession' to India (26th October 1947). By that time 2/3 of Kashmir