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1.1.1 Objectives:

In this lesson we will discuss the following questions:

A. What is International Politics?

B. How Discipline of International Politics developed through various

approaches.

C. What is the content and scope of the study of International Politics.

1.1.2 Introduction:

The study of International Politics is primarily nation state oriented though

there have been some shifts since 1990�s.  Yet nation states are the major actors

and their activities in the relationship of the other countries is the main focus

of study although laterly the non-state actors have also acquired significance

like MNC�s.  Being the members of so-called world community, states seek to

fulfil some of their interests through this realm of inter-state relations, which

are unfulfilled otherwise by the domestic sources. The pursuance of these

interests, when found incompatible, create the situation of conflict and sometime

it leads to the occurrence of war. Naturally, the attention of serious minded

people was drawn to the question as to why states and other such organized

1
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political entities behave in this manner that leads to conflict and war.

1.1.3 Beginning of the Study

By the end of nineteenth century the experiences of frequent wars, on

going conflicts and the inability of states to maintain peace and order due to

variety of changes-systematic and structural, it was realized that states in

themselves are no longer sufficient in meetings the challenges of time. It was

then realized that due attention must be given to the realm outside the

jurisdiction of their sovereignty that is through the relations with other countries.

Moreover, during the period of nineteenth century states had experienced that

their activities are being influenced by the forces of international politics.  It

was also realized that failure on their part to meet these developments would

be catastrophic, because war as a happening could not be acceptable to the

states. In these situations study of international politics had to acquire a shape

and serious minded people had to be drawn to study this area of activity.

Moreover, occurrence of wars at the beginning of the present century and rising

clouds of tensions and conflicts culminating  in the first world war, proved beyond

doubt that the conditions, which made nineteenth century order possible, had

finally broken down.

Naturally, new ‘order’ was to be built up realistically acknowledging the

dominance of the realm of international politics. It acknowledged the existence

of conflict in relationship of sates and its potentialities for creating situation of

wars. Any effort towards the maintenance of peace, minimization of conflict and

avoidance of war, therefore, had to give pre-eminence to the phenomena of

international politics rather than introvertly taking refuge under the classical

state system. Since the experience had raised the status of Peace as a preferred

value, the systematic study of international politics, had to make beginning.

Publication of Paul Reinsch�s book �World Politics� (1900) followed by the

establishment of �Carnegie Endowment of Peace (1910) with the specific purpose

�to hasten abolition of war�, marks the beginning of the concern with the study

of international Politics. It is since then the move for distinctiveness and separate

status of International Politics as a field of academic enquiry have been initiated.

The goal of the study of international politics was clearly indicated in the Report

of Carnegic Endowment of Peace (1914). It stated that � as a pre-requisite for

riding the war, solid knowledge was required of the underlying forces which

move nations, and for the development of their relations.�

Thus it was natural as William Olson says, �discipline beginning with

such noble purpose, the preservation of peace and the avoidance of war had to

grow.� It picked up accelerating tempo to cope up with the development. But

these early students were not pacifists or reformers of propagandist variety.

Rather their concern has been to acquire systematic knowledge of the behavior
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of states in international politics so that the areas of conflict could be located

and ways to resolve those conflicts could be suggested for the cause of

maintenance of reasonable peace. Since peace has remained an elusive goal,

there has been constant thinking, re-thinking and application of new

approaches, suitable techniques and methodologies to analyse the data and

predict the course of international politics in future.

Thus �peace� as dominating value of the study of international politics on

the one hand the introduction of various approaches to study on the other

led to the rapid development of the field of study since early 20th century.

Today there is some degree of systematisation of the field of study as it has

undergone through five distinct phases of development. Yet there seen to be

some disagreement with regards to general nature and scope of the subject.

For instance, Prof. Quincy Wright admits in the preface of his book published in

1955 that �there seems to be little doubt that international relations exist, yet

there is some doubt on the point or at least in the sense in which it exists�

Similar  was the di lemma of  Al fred Zimmern in 1935 when he said,

international relations is a �point of view� or a way of looking at things. Even in

the last sixties and seventies the situation remained by and large same despite

the existence of the army of the experts and number of scholarly writings. To

quote William C. Olson:

�From quantitative point of view, not only the field has been defined, it

has been redefined, it would be difficult to agree that this necessarily represents

a progressive change, because scholar interests have gone in so many different

directions, seeking so many different ends. Debates, great as well as petty, which

have surfaced form time to time in our brief histoy as still going on, even though

the subject matter of these debates has varied.�

In such a situation, therefore, for a systematic beginning on needs to

examine all such questions separately which helps to define its nature and

scope, viz, what is international politics in terms of its focus of analysis; which

have been various phases of its development in terms of its approaches,

methods and subject matters and finally, does it qualify to be an independent

discipline?�

1.1.4 International Politics (What it is ?)

International Politics, as the term itself suggests, is politics among the

nations and other organized political entities. Term �international� signifies

the environment created by the interaction of these nations states and other

such units where in the activity of politics takes due to this mutual interaction

or relationship. Thus, international politics signifies essentially a political

process taking place at a particular level in which nation states and other

such units participate. The activity, however, has to be political in nature
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and connotation.

To define politics one may accept that politics is a group phenomenon in

which participants must not agree with each other on everything. The

disagreement however, must not be total. For politics to exist, relationship

must  fa l l  somewhere  between complete  agreement  and complete

disagreement. There must be both common and contradictory desires.

Some writers have tried to deflect the attention from the conflict

perspective to cooperation aspects on the ground that the politics is an attempt

towards conciliation of conflicting desires.
`
 But this myth has been forcefully

exploded by Bertrand De Jouvenel  by asserting that �conflict may become

less acute at time but never it ceases to exist.� Political disputes are temporarily

solved. Thus conflict is a most salient feature for identifying any activity as

political. The effort of politics is generally towards the management of conflict.

Another important element identifying politics is the element of power or

the capability required for influencing or controlling the behaviour of others.

Thus power as element in politics essentially is a �means�. This contention that

politics is a constant struggle for power
1
, is although debatable, yet there is a

truth in the preposition that nations try to acquire power not only for wants and

desires of the present but also for those of the future.

1.1.5 Definitions and Nature of International Politics:

Keeping these elements �conflict, power, coersion and influence etc.� as

the identifying elements of politics, international politics may be defined as

below:

�As the interaction of state politics within the changing pattern of power

relationship� (Padelford Lincoln)

�Those aspects of interaction and relations of independent political

communities in which some of opposition, resistance and conflict of purpose

or interest is present.� (Sprout and Sprout)

�International Politics is the study of rivalry among nations and

condi t ions  and inst i tut ions which amel iorate  or  exacerbate  these

relationship� (Kenneth Thompson).

�International Politics is a struggle for power, whatever the ultimate

aim of International Politics power is always the immediate aim���the

aspiration of power being the distinguishing element of international politics.

International Politics is of necessary power politics.�(Hans.J. Morgenthau)

The above given definitions suggest that international politics has been

viewed in perspective of conflict and co-operation . It is precisely because

that in international politics no centralised authority exists as in national
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politics, which could provide order and judicial legitimacy. States are free to act

as they wish which would be determined by their perceived interests.

Those writers who prefer to use the term international relations than

International Politics for certain reasons, they also view the reality within

�Conflict� and �Power� framework . For instance, Stanley Hoffman says, �The

discipline of International relations is concerned with factors and activities

which affect the external Politics and power of basic units into which the

world is divide.� Johan Burton despite certain disagreement with regard to the

treatment of reality of International Politics   he conceives of International as

product of phenomenon of conflict among the states.

Despite such broad agreement on conflict as elements of politics more

particularly to international politics, there are some who view politics as an

activity of conciliation and consensus building . To Benard Crick politics

consist of conciliation of multiple actual or potentially conflicting interest

within boundaries of some definable unit, the State.

Such view of politics necessitating existence of political element would

accept international politics as an extension of national political activity and

not something that exist in its own right. It is because there is no normative

ordering in international areas as there is no centralized authority. While

these assumptions, which provide for this definition are themselves faulty,

the obvious lacuna is found in its denial of existence of conflict that provides

impetus for consensus building and  conciliation. The resolution of conflict

whether through violent or non-violent means (less than war) constitute

political activity. That is why even the enlargement of area of cooperation

among these nations which find no incompatibility of interests in their

relationship is also political activity. These efforts to attain this level of

relationship may be the advanced preparation for the avoidance of conflict in

their future relationship. Therefore, Joseph Frankel while arguing for war

and peace as two extremes of social interactions namely conflict and harmony,

international politics should include both with regard to its nature of study,

he does not deny the pre-eminence of conflict in the study of international

politics. For these reasons one may conclude with Reynold � that conflict might

be termed as organising concept for international politics, as well as national

politics.�

To sum up, international politics refer to the process by which conflicts

arise and are resolved at international level. In this environment nation states

try to serve their other interests, which are not met by the domestic milieu.

Thus, the study of international politics is the study of conflicts, how they

originate, how the parties of the conflict behave in an attempt to deal with

conflict and how they are resolved. Its study also involves an examination of
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political system context the constitutional and normative structure norms, within

which the conflict takes place.

1.1.6 International Politics or International Relations

A distinction between these two terms international politics and

international relations must be made particularly because they are often used

interchangeably. Moreover, those students studying the behaviour of nation

and of other participants in this area need a clarification of this semantic

confusion in order to have correct perspective to their subject. Such

understanding alone would help to point as to whether the title actually

responds to those various topics included in the syllabus.

One finds international relations has been widely accepted term all

over the world and included generally all those topics which are now taught

in our universities under the heading of international politics with some

deletions and additions. The reasons for this state of affair has been to quote

Palmer and Perkins �International politics would deal with the politics of

international community in a rather narrow sense, concerning on diplomacy

and relations among states and other political units whereas international

relation is a term properly embracing the totality among the groups in world

society.�

The assumptions behind such view have been his understanding of

international politics that � It describes official political relations between

government acting on behalf of their states and that international politics is

not conducted between and among the nations states.� It is therefore, obvious

as to why he preferred the title international relations.

According to Palmer and Perkins, international relations is considerably

broader terms and refers to much wider variety of both public and private

interaction at the international level which may not involve conflict. Entire range

of communication, economic transaction, movement of people along with political

and military relationship � formal and non-formal; constitute the broad array of

activities include in international relations. The description should therefore,

be broad enough, and should not be confined within the narrow focus of

international politics.

While conceding to the appeal of the broadness of title it is needed to

look at this question rather realistically as to how the terms international

politics is replacing �relations�. To quote Harry Hansom Rowe �At the core of

the study of international relations is the Laswellian question of who gets what,

when and how in the international arena. So field must be concerned with the

interaction among the states revolving around the concept of �power� in its

broader connotations. Mere existence of nation state may not require interaction

unless there are some differences or expectations. For instance, interaction
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between Paraguary and Luxemberg are non-existent. Why ? Relations or

interactions being when there are economical and political compulsion. Such

interactions being only when there are economic or political reasons and not

simply because that the states exist.

Secondly, it is important to notice that all kinds of international

relationship does not involve politics or conflict impinging on political

relationship. Politics is involved only when there is some kind of conflict of

interest between the participants. Politics involves the origin of conflict and

attempt to resolve it. Decisions leading to conflict, open conflict in form of

violence, as well as attempts to find substitute for violence, are all important

elements which constitute international politics. International relations as

an activity does not focus on this, rather it includes so many other things i.e.

inter-state cultural relations, inter-state economic, technological cooperation

of flow of mail and cargo etc., which could be peripheral importance although

at time some of these issues may become important to International politics

as the questions of nuclear technology between India and United States. In

order to have a proper understanding of the forces and factors that shape the

relationship of state and govern their behaviour vis-à-vis each other, the focus

should be placed on political factor and not simply on relationship aspect. Thus,

international politics is more relevant term than international relations, and in

the context data of various kinds of relationship may prove to be relevant.

Relation aspect cannot overshadow the significance of international

politics which has come to acquire its near autonomous existence today. It

draws its sustenance primarily form the global forces operating in the

environment of world politics i.e. cold war in fifties and early sixties, detente

and North-South dialogue is in sixties and seventies, question of the new

international economic order and equal share in technology etc. International

politics today seems to be more concerned with trends of neo-colonialism

and hegemony etc. which are shaping the world than mere bilateral relations,

or international relations. One can, therefore, conclude that international

politics is more suitable title than international relations for it does not allow

itself to be overshadowed be the peripheral details included on international

relations and keeps its focus primarily on core issues of Politics operating

among the nations or pol it ical  issues which determine the shape of

international system as for instance, the demise of erstwhile Soviet Union.

1.1.7 Development of the field of study:

The study of international politics, according to a survey conducted by

Kenneth Thompson in late fifties, has undergone the four stages of development

since the World  War I. Although each of these stages have a definite thrust

which determines as to what is relevant data for the study  of this phenomenon
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even through there has been a great deal of overlapping of these approaches

which are essentially �classical in character provided a fertile ground for the

experiment and testing of theoretical models, tools and techniques of other

discipline so that the study of international politics could be made scientific in

its description and prediction could be made possible.� Although the realisation

of this objective is not possible in near future yet such concerns are found in

the writings of sixties and seventies which is termed as the fifth phase of the

development of study. It is also identified as scientific school in international

politics. Apart form these, there is post-scientific phase of study which takes

note of substance and method both.

The contemporary phase of study of international politics could be termed

as the sixth phase of its development. It presents the effort towards the

moderation of these two major streams classical and scientific school. It

emphasizes the urgency for the study of substantive issue of world politics.

1.1.7.1       Diplomatic Historical Approach

The first phase of the development of study of international politics has

been totally historical in character. With the help of usual tools and methodology

of history a distinct shape to this subject was provided. Students engaged in

study of  the activity endeavoured to account and explain the present with the

help of what had gone on before. It gave due recognition to international law

and for relationship among the states.

The First book on this subject published in year 1900, Paul Reinch�s

�World Politics� contains three major themes : Diplomatic History, International

law and International economics. Its treatment of the subject is exclusively

historical. It was generally assumed as admitted by James Bryce in the preface

of his book �International Politics� (1922) that �History is the best indeed the

only guide, to the comprehension of facts as they stand.� From historical

viewpoint, this was glorious period of history of international politics. It was

characterised by a high degree of accuracy and strict adherence to the principle

of historical research and documentation.

It is true as emphasised by Headly Bull, that in order to know how

international system undergoes transformation, the knowledge of history is

necessary. International political events are located in time and to understand

that � We must know its place in temporal sequence of events what the

antecedent situations were, out of which it grew. What the elements of

continuity are that link it with what has gone on before and what the elements

of charges are that mark it out as different.�

However, historical approach suffered form many defects such as partial

application. Diplomatic history alone is not enough to provide perspective of

international politics nor does it help to analyse the contemporary issues.
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Secondly, it discarded recent events from its analysis as their factual accuracy

was deemed doubtful. They refrained from formulating any generalisation on

the basis of their study nor they upheld any universal principles. They simply

acted as exhibitor of the process of history, it helped in collection of data from

past records of history and made a modest beginning of the study of international

politics.

1.1.7.2  Current Events Approach

Failure of diplomatic historians to provide answer to the problem of

international society and the experience of first world war brought two new

distinct approaches during the inter-war period  (1919-1939). One of these

approaches was the current event approach. These new students were

primarily concerned, like others, to develop the understanding of the

behaviour of states and thus to explain the problem of war and peace, conflict

and cooperation. They assume that the study of current events would provide

necessary understanding to assess the cause of conflict among the states.

They emphasised upon the study of immediate present which was overlooked

by the historical school. Moreover, these students could not wait for fifty years

for the release of archival material for making analysis and evaluation of the

events. There was a fervent desire to control the world politics in order to

prevent future wars. Events prior to and after first world war as such had

strengthened this approach.

The approach, however, suffered form various weakness similar to those

of its predecessors. These writers pursued the study of the present without

much, if any references to the past. No attempt was made to relate the present

with to comparable problems that might have existed at particular time in the

past. The result was the absence of any carefully conceived approach to

analyse most relevant problem upon which war and peace might hinge. Thus

to large extent, it was also partial approach to study international politics

which bore no fruit whatever expect the compilation and exposition of recent

events.

1.1.7.3 Institutional and Normative approach (Idealist School)

Another approach which became predominant during the war period was

institutional approach. It is also known as organisational approach which helped

the development of study of international politics. The failure of earlier approach

bought forth a new set of scholars who devoted themselves to the study of this

phenomenon with certain aspirations which could form the basis of the world.

The vision of a better world or one better organised than the one floundered in

1914-1918, was the major aspiration of these scholars.

The dominance of this school has been so much that its critics gave the

title �Idealist� to them, due to their concern to reform the world. The prominent
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persons belonging to this stream of thought are Alfred Zimmern, S.H.Bailey,

Philip Noel Baker, David Mitrany of the United Kingdom and John Smuts, James

Shotwell, Pitman Potter and Parker T. Moon of the United States. Drawing the

sustenance form rationalist school of thought, they directed their efforts towards

institutionalisation of international relations on the basis of law and organisation.

They believed that if efforts are made and successful then perhaps peace as an

ideal can be translated into reality.

Establishment of the �League of Nations� founded in 1919 provided the

basis for this approach that the states by means of their politics and actions

may resolve conflicts in their action. They ceaselessly downgraded the balance

of power system. The distinctive character of these writers was their belief in

progress. They believed that system of international relations which had given

r ise  to  the First  World War was capable  o f  be ing transformed into

fundamentally more peaceful and just world order.

These writers inherited belief in the progress from the on going

philosophical trends of nineteenth century. They believed that inter-state

relations aspiring to achieve the order of durable peace can be sustained

only by radical changes in the  system of relationship itself.

For instance, Alfred Zimmern�s work, � The League of Nations and the

Rule of Law� which is perhaps the representative work of this approach divided

into three parts.Part first discusses. �The Pre-War system� and suggest  that �

�It can be a source of guidance for the maintenance of orders.� The other

parts dealing with future, stress that �possibilities of future are not limited

by the test of previous experience but are deducible from the needs of the

progress�. Philip Noel Baker�s treatment of the question of disarmament,

Shotwell�s analysis of war and David Davis contention for International Police

Force follow similar approach.

Such concern of their�s obviously places the idealist writers into the

category of theorists. This sought as Headly Bull says �not only to present the

history and recent development of international relations, but also to arise

general question as to what they were, how they operated and how they might

be influenced so as to better achieve the objective of peace and order.

Despite some of these points in their favour, the writers of this school

suffered with certain fundamental weaknesses. First ly,  they became

preoccupied with the efforts of discover the goals and the objective toward

which international community should strive, and the forms and institutions

which should evolve to realise these ends. Naturally it resulted in gradual

disappearence of objectivity and rationality of the scholar and turned him into

�An emotional and visionary reformes,� �a special pleader for the certain of ideal

world society.� The result was obviously the total shift of focus from the realities
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of international politics.

 To quote Hans Morgenthau �The main theoretical concern during this

period was not with understanding of international politics. Rather the student

during this period were animated by the spirit of unbounded optimism and

idealism. Academic interest was in the realm of international law and organization

and there was tendency to draw a moral judgement in favour of international

ventures at the expense of national experience.

1.1.7.4 The Realist Approach

Realist approach viewing international politics as conflict of national

interest defined in terms of power, came as a reaction to utopianism.

Publication of E.H. Carr�s book �Twenty Years Crisis - 1919-1939� evaluated

the trends of international relations and established the case for realistic

analys is  based on the  concept  o f  power .  Publ icat ion o f  George

Schwargenberger�s  �Power Politics� (1941), Martin Wright�s �Power Politics�

(1945) Hubert Butterfield �Christianity Diplomacy and War� (1953), in the

United Kingdom and Nicholas Spykman�s �America�s Strategy in World Politics�

(1942), Reinhold Niebhur�s  �The Children of Light and the Children of

Darkness�. Margenthau�s �Politics among the Nations� (1948) and George Kennan�s

�American Diplomacy� in the United States, are some of the leading publications

which established the realist tradition in international politics borrowing

philosophical substance from Hobbes and Machiavelli.

The realist approach devoted itself to investigate, which are the elemental

facts of activity of nations ? Which are the driving forces that lie at the back of

foreign policy of all the states ? It reached to an agreement that powers as a

concept is more satisfactory tool of analysis of all international politics. To quote

Hans Morgenthau �the struggle for power is basic phenomenon of all societies

and its social relations and international politics, which is one of the area of

human activity is no exception to the rule. Various assumption propagated by

the idealist i.e. the harmony of interest among the States, urge for cooperation,

role of public opinion, role of morality etc. were demolished by the realist school.

They stressed mutual rivalry and conflict of national interest, explained in terms

of power as guiding factor of the behaviour of States in international politics.

For instance, under realist influence the world organisation like United Nations

were seen as �political organisation designed not as substitute of power politics

but as appropriate mechanism within which the direct national rivalries are

compromised through normal political process.

Naturally for a long period of time it remained the dominant theme of

analysis and helped in systematisation of the field of study around the basic

concepts of Nation state, National power, National interest and balance of

power. No doubt post-realist school development indicated concern for greater
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sophistication in their analysis but realist school represents an important point

of theoretical understanding of international relations.

1.1.7.5 Scientific Approach

The fifth phase of the development, which coincides with behavioural

revolsution in political science, has been concerned with building up theories

and models. This move towards theories building coincides with and also

preceded the development of new concept and theories in other social

sciences, including political science with under the impact of behaviour

approach had come to accept the needs of such theories which can explain

with a considerable degree of accuracy the pattern of bahaviour of the political

units and systems.

In political science, it changed the traditional or classical concern of

political science and at the same time its methods of study. So international

politics treated as a sub-field of political science; could not remain un-

influenced by these developments. Moreover, earlier approach i.e. power

approach also started demonstrating its own inadequacies. The emergent

nature of world politics of the post second world war era, the cold war, entry

of new nations after decolonisation, new role of technology etc. also confirmed

the inadequacy of traditional approaches and of the concept of power as the

reliable tool of analysis, therefore, the writers started drawing from the tools

and techniques of other disciplines. Prominent among these, that have

contributed in shaping of the subject prominently are: Systems theory of Mortan

Kaplan, Equilibrium theory of George Liska, Decisions Making theory of Synder

and Joseph Frankel, theory of Games of Osker Morgenstem, Bargining theory of

Thoms C. Schelling and theory of Social Communication of Karl Deutch.

Above mentioned scientific approaches are only a few which have received

greater acceptability. Or else as Abdul Said says �Today prominent students of

international relations theorist (and) there are as many theories as is the number

of theorists�. These so-called theories redefined the field of study and broadened

and scope of the subject. These theories can be put into two broad categories

on the ground of their general applicability (a) theories that cover the wide range

of international politics i.e. system theory or general equilibrium theory (b)

theories that attempt at using one particular concept supposedly strategic

enough to allow the organisation of whole field around it, like decision making

and communication theory etc. The second type of theories are known as partial

and preferential theories due to the preference to analysis for a particular

concept providing for the explanation of reality like study of decision by Synder

and communication by Karl Deutsch.

The salient characteristics of these writers, have been in reality the urge

for sophistication in analysis. As a result, methodologies and models were
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borrowed form other discipline and it made the study of international politics

highly inter-disciplinary. Secondly the new set of writers did not belong

necessarily to the field of History, International Law, Political Science. Philosophy

as has been the case in the past. Rather they came forward form other disciplines

including natural and biological sciences. For instance, Thomas Schelling and

Kenneth Boulding came from Economics, Herman Kahn from Physics Antol

Rappopport from Biology, Albert Wholstetter from Mathematics.

Such development invited a serious rethinking of the study of international

politics particularly by the traditionalists, who fell that the substance of politics

is being totally ignored in favour of methodological concerns that thus study of

loosing the sight of its singular purpose that is to strengthen the foundations of

peace by indicating the areas of conflict and disagreement. Thus ensuring debate

known as scientific traditionalist debate helped to bring back to focus of study

the relevant issue of politics pertaining to nations, yet it must be admitted that

later set of writers even belonging to traditionalist stream of thought like Raymond

Aron, Stanley Hoffman, Robert Tucker, Rosen and Reynold etc. are quite sensitive

to the demands of methological clarity in analysing international politics.

1.1.7.6 Positivist Theory of International Politics

With the introduction of scientific theories to the international politics, there

was change too in the conventional theories. Realism was evolved in the form of

neorealism in the late 1970s. Kennth Waltz in his book �Theory of International

Politics-1979, revived realism with great strength. He maintained that national

security, national sovereignty and national interest are still prominent subjects

to study in international politics. There is conflict and anarchy in international

relations and bi-polar balance of power (during cold war) could maintain

international stability and security. Although economic interdependence is

relevant today, yet the national state playing the dominant role in international

politics. Waltz denied the role of human nature (Morgenthau�s theory) in

international relations. Instead, international political system affects the foreign

policy of national states and other international relations.

Second, positivist theory was propounded by neo-liberalism. According

to neo-liberalism interdependence among the nations is essential for

international peace and stability. Neo-liberalism agreed with neo-realism�s point

of anarchy in international relations. However, stability can be established

through international interdependence. No state would take the risk in conflict

of their economy if it is in doldrums by waging the war. European Union (EU) is

largely the result of theory of functionalism and neo-functionalism which is based

on neo-liberalism. According to Neo-liberalism, besides the nation state,

international organisations, regional organisations, international NGOs (Green

Peace, Amnesty International etc.) play important role in international relations.

Therefore, interdependent economic system is important instrument to establish

peace and security in the world.
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Third theory of positivism is neo-Marxism A.G. Frank, John Galtung and

Wallestrain etc. rejected neo-realism and neo-liberalism on the ground that both

of these theories more or less propagate states as pre-dominant actors in

international politics. These theories also implemented European or Western

model for developing countries, whereas the developing countries are dependent

on the western world in case of capital, technology and industrial manufactures.

Then how there can be interdependence. There is only dependence of periphery

(less important area) on core (developed countries). According to neo-Marxism

world economic system is the system of exploitation of periphery by the developed

world.

1.1.7.7 Post-Positivism

Positivism received set back after the dismantling of bi-polar international

system or disintegration of Communist block. Specifically neo-realism lost its

dominant relevance which was based on the argument that bi-polar neuclear

balance of power will remain constant and will maintain stability and security in

the world. Neo-realism was also failed to predict the disintegration of USSR.

According to post-positivism that metanarratives (great theories of social relations.):

Neo-Realism, Neo-liberalism, Neo-marxism have stressed upon �Existentialism�. It

means every social issue, problem can be objectively examined or studies. The

theorists own opinion should not be part of theory and studies are those which are

objective. These �metanarratives� tried to prove that whatever they have constructed

to study international politics, is constant, permanent and forever.

Means posit ivism advocates that there are �objective truths�  of

international relations/social relation. They have also given their same theories/

model for developed/developing or communities belonging to different cultures.

Post-positivism and post-modernism argued against the �existentialism�

and �objective truths� statements of positivism. According to post-positivism there

are no objective truths to study international politics or social relations. The

study of human behaviour is always subjective because human behaviour is

neither constant nor can be perdicted. For example positivist theories failed to

perdict the dismantling of Soviet Union and end of bi-polar power politics.

Post-positivist theories are, e.g., post-modernism, critical theory,

constructivism, feminism, environmentalism etc. Post-modernism pleaded that

there are �unsaybles� people or communities belonging to different cultures who

are �exclusions� in set prevailed developmental model of �metanarratives�.

Positivism�s universalism is against the valuable diversity of people and,

therefore, multiculturalism.

1.1.8 Content and Scope Of Study

Having delineated the growth of the study of international politics over

the years one point emerges clearly that is the constant shift in the focus of
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study. While the problem of study has remained more or less the management

of conflict among those political units having certain  specific interest to fulfill

the differences have been, however witnessed with regards to the perception of

the sources of conflict, the nature of the conflict and the parties involved in

conflict.

Due to this reason, writers during traditional phase (encompassing first

four approaches) viewed the reality in a particular manner that their data of

analysis is different from the scientific school. For instance state is the major

unit of their analysis, which included as to how state formulates its interests (the

foreign policy), how these interests are pursued, the diplomacy, balance of power

and what are the means through which it supported the national power interest.

The scientific school, on the other hand, introduced various levels of analysis.

To quote J Bandhayapadhya there is whole hierarchy of international politics

including individual groups, castes and communities, regional organisations,

international global organisations governmental and non governmental . Thus the

focus of study of this activity of international politics has been shifting. One could

therefore agree with Palmer and Perkin that it is study of �the world community in

translation� For the sake of clarity it would be in order to explain the subject of

study as it has been during different phases of its development. That would provide

an understanding with regards to the scope of study.

Paul Reinch�s book �World Politics� (1900) which is �a pioneering attempt�

in providing a comprehensive overview of international politics was essentially

historical in analysis. State to state relationship including economic and

diplomatic relationship provided for the content of study. Similarly the writing

of A.J. Grant �An Introduction to Study of International Relations� (1916), D.P.

Heatley�s �Diplomacy and Study of International  Relations� (1919) and James

Bryce �International Relations� (1922) dealt the subject of study around the

concept of state relations with other states.

Stephen H. Bailey found general agreement of five major themes relevant

for study in earlier thirties: History of international relations, international trade

and economics, international organisations and practice of national and

international institutions. Grayson Kilk, however, placed entire subject matter

under five general headings: (1) Forces which influences foreign policy (2) Means

through which foreign policies are conducted, (3) Economic, political, diplomatic

and treaty relations among the states (4) Means for the settlement of conflict-

international law and organisations (5) International  norms governing the

behaviour of states and other systematic and structural forces i.e. ideology,

geography, technology, decolonisation etc.

By this time, the focus of study shifted form study of relations to the crux

of the problem the international politics and factors governing the process that

is national power. Professor Hans Mogenthau who published his seminal work,
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�Politics among Nations� (1948) systematised the concept of national power. It

includes these elements � geography, population, national morale and quality

of the government. Thus later realist school emphasised upon study of nation

state, national power, quality of diplomacy and balance of power. Scope of

study was determined by the levels of activity of nation state in relation with

others in an environment where there is no supreme power. The study of

environment also got included in study of international politics through

slowly and gradually. A.F.K. Organski�s book published 1958 placed. �The

Nations,  the Unit of Action� at the center of his analysis and included topics;

Nation and Nationalism, national goals and their determinants, Power and

the context of  power.  The str iking point of  di f ference in Organski �s

arrangement is his concern with the behaviour of the participants in future,

Stoessinger�s �Might of Nations� in this respect is yet a movement in forward

directions as it tired to make a distinctions between perception and reality

of policy alongwith other usual topics of study.

However, with the impact of scientific revolution, the content of study

of international politics started growing in different directions. In the last

two decades, the progress towards the systematisation of the subject of study

has been tremendous. These studies do not adhere to traditional focus of

nation state as unit of analysis. Rather there has been emphasis on the

analysis of processes. David Singer�s emphasis on three level of analysis is as

such a seminal land  of work as have been the work of preferential theorists

like Karl Deutsch and Morgenstern etc. In this context the  amalgamation of

these two views traditional and modern, which have received respectability

as well, attempts to determine the scope of study of international politics on

the basis of two major focuses, the study of interaction process, and the impact

of international environment on participants behaviour.

Legg and Morrison have listed certain important general concepts and

more specific variables currently used by contemporary students of international

politics which have to be taken into account in the development of any framework

or theory of politics at the international level. It can also be taken as agreed

subject matter of study of international politics. According to them �analysis� of

international politics should be conducted at three levels: national, regional

(international sub-system), and the world level international system), Units of

analysis should include, firstly, individual actors, his values and goals,

perception of the world, how it operates, intentions and abilities etc. State as

unit of analysis should include  study of size and resources, population, classes

and social structure, economic system, and political system. It should also

include specialized foreign policy decision making system with its general

organisation, goals, strategies, the instruments of promotion of foreign policy

i.e. diplomacy, propaganda, capability of economic diplomacy and military

warfare. Finally, study of international politics ought to take international and



B.A. Part-III                17            Political Science

regional level factors, for example U.N., NATO ASEAN, EEC etc. Formal authority

structure, patterns of goals and cleavages, capability and power, general norms

and rules of international behaviour must also be  included. Finally, nature of

process of inter-action like negotiations, bargaining communication, coalition

formation and study of wars etc. must also be included into study.

In summing up, we may say that in view of proliferation of numerous

literature on the subject even the above list may prove to be inadequate.

Nevertheless, it is definite that scope of study of international politics has

widened in both the directions horizontal and vertical and the content of study

has swelled in volumes. It has  undergone revolutionary changes like the activity

of international politics. Altered world environment has totally eroded the

conventional form of reference of international politics set forth by the realist

school. Even though the issue of subject matter is not finally settled and at

times study appears to be electric in nature yet the study of interaction processes

and the international environment alongwith domestic system is agreed content

of study in international politics.

1.1.9 International Politics�an autonomous discipline

Whether the study of international politics, which has developed with

significant pace in last few decades can establish its claim as an autonomous

discipline. This question has been bothering ever since the emergence of this

field of enquiry. But time and again it got bogged down under the weight of

variety of streams which pervaded the study of international politics. Sir Alfred

Zimmern who held chair in Oxford University in thirties, reported to have stated

that a student of international politics is the one who does better understand

psychology, economics diplomatic history, law, jurisprudence, sociology,

geography and so on. His contention was to indicate the relevance of these

fields of studies for international politics and thereby to highlight its inter-

disciplinary nature. To him everything that went beyond national boundaries

was ment to the study of international relations. If the point of international

politics to become unified subject is emphasized it will become rather too narrow

a subject. That is way in 1955 Prof. Quincy Wright, a prominent advocate of

distinctiveness of study of international relations, advocated the inclusion of

geography, demography, sociology, psychology, ethics, history and philosophy

etc. within the fold of its study. One could therefore, say that international politics

is perhaps the unique discipline which aspired for the unity of knowledge much

before the movement of inter-disciplinary studies in social sciences was

launched.

Issue of international politics as a distinctive field of study has, however,

remained alive. Some people have tried to evade this question by emphasizing

that �what matters is to deal with subject matter and not be unduly concerned
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about where the subject matter is institutionally located�. These arguments of

unity of knowledge or undue concern with the location of the subject could

have been convincing had there been some agreed core concepts witch provide

the shape and distinctiveness to the field of enquiry. It is for this reason that

Fuller does not accept international politics as a separate subject of study much

less a discipline.

What is a discipline? According to Fuller �any phenomenon characterized

as a separate discipline must have a body of data systematised by distinctive

analytical method and be capable of permitting prediction with exactitute�. Study

of international politics lacks on all these levels. To quote Palmer and Perkins,

it lacks clear conceptual framework and systematic body of applicable theory;

and it is highly dependent upon other better organized discipline. Thus, although

the study of international relations has emerged from its earlier status as a

poor relation of political science and history, it is still far form being a well

organised discipline.

However, such view of the subject is claimed to be based on a formal

understanding of pre-requisite of discipline. But they fail to accord satisfactory

and balanced treatment. Harry Hansom for example, in his attempt to point out

the deficiencies of the field applied a detailed criteria. A discipline according to

him must have (1) a distinct matter; (2) agreed abstractions of moods; (3) Concept

unequaly applicable to field of international politics; (4) Specialised vocabulary

with the precise definition; (5) Standardized analytical tools; and  (6) a system

of centralised cataloguing. By applying these criterion he finds that condition of

all the social sciences is no better.

The preferable position with regard to the question therefore, could be to

have informal interpretation of the term discipline, that disciplined study of

subject matter with or without credentials of separateness. To accept however,

the contention of Mortan Kalpan or of Hans Morgenthau would be unacceptable

who rely on dictionary meaning of term discipline and claims international politics

to be a discipline. Even though the concept of power �provide for the organisation

and analysis of the discipline, it does not help to provide distinctiveness to this

field form political science. Harry Howe Ranson rightly remarks :

At the core of study of international relations now is the Laswellian

question of who gets what, when and how is the international arena. So the field

must be concerned with power, in all of its manifestations and of every level of

its possession. The field, methods of teaching and the central questions are

essentially same as for the study of most other sectors of political science. Thus

�political science seems to be natural home of international politics and may be

regarded as part of the inter-discipline. It does reflect an increasingly disciplined

methodology which brings together contributions of other social sciences in a

special way. The most valuable contribution it has made it the integrative

functions for all the social sciences. For this reason, perhaps, in the
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traditionational sense as Stanley Hoffman remarks international relations is an

autonomous discipline in a synthetic and architectonic sense rather than an

account of its specializes content. Contemporary international politics/relations

are different. In the present scenario world has become a global village. Present

internat ional  re lat ions and domest ic  po l i t ics  are  intermingted and

interdependent. Besides, the era of �high politics� is somehow overshadowed by

�low politics� of economy, cultural and social relations. International relations

are termed as global politics/relations. Global politics is not singularly

concentrating on security issues. It incorporates other important issues such

as human rights, environment, terroism, human security, women and child

development. All these issues cannot be addressed by is erosion of state�s

geographical  jurisdiction as in the strict realist terms.

1.1.10 Conclusion

At the core of study of international relations now is the Laswellian question

of who gets what, when and how is the international arena. So the field must be

concerned with power, in all of its manifestations and of  every level of its possession.

The field, methods of teaching and the central questions are  essentially same as

for the study of most otter sectors of political science. Thus �political science seems

to be natural home of international politics and may be regarded as part of the

inter-discipline. It does reflect an increasingly disciplined methodology which bring

together contributions of other social sciences in a special way. The most valuable

contribution it has made it the integrative functions for all the social sciences. For

this reason, perhaps, Stanley Hoffman remarks international relations is an

autonomous discipline in a synthetic and architectonic sense rather than an account

of its specializes content.

1.1.11 Self Check Exercise

1. What is International Politics? (4 marks)

2. What is the difference between International Politics and International

Relations. (4 marks)

3. What do you mean by International? (4 marks)

4. Discuss the development of discipline of International Politics. (15

marks)

5. What is the scope of International Politics. (15 marks)

1.1.12 Suggested Readings

1. Hans Morgenthau    : Politics Among the Nations

2. Rama S. Melkote & A. Narsimha Rao  : International Relations

3. Robert Jackson & Georg Sorenson   : An Introduction to International

Relations.

4. Parmjit Kaur Gill & Sheveta Sehgal     : Dynamics of International

Relations : Moving from

International to Global, Theory

and Issues, (2012).
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