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B.A. PART-II      DEFENCE & STRATEGIC STUDIES

SEMESTER-IV

Lesson No.1.1

Battle of Hydaspes (326 BC)

The study of the battle of Hydaspes is important for the students of military

history for two reasons. The first is that this was the very first decisive battle in

the history of India of which, we have, a detailed and professionally written account

is available. The second is that the battle is a classic example of the innovative

skill of Alexander, both in strategy and tactics. The last of his great conquests

was perhaps the greatest in his career.

The battle of  Hydaspes was fought and won by Alexander and further

advance lay open to him. After Ambhi, King of Taxila, had submitted, Alexander

led his forces which were strengthened by the  Taxilian contigents and a small

number of elephants to met Puru. Puru, King of the tract of land laying betwen

the Jhelum and the Chenab. The battle was fought in 326 BC and Indian troops

were no match for Alexander's mobile cavalary and Indian elephants proved  great

source of weakness and confusion.

Cavalary was the strongest arm of the Greek army. Alexander's infantary

was also well organised and trained.

Military Organisation of opposite forces :-

The military organisation of Indian army was as :-

I. Chariots :- This was the proudest past arm of the Indian forces. Each chariot

was drawn by four horses and carried six men, namely, a shield bearer and

an archer on each side, and two drivers armed with javelins. But in this battle,

chariots proved to be a failure because of the rainy season.

II. Infantary :- The Indian infantary was variously armed, most of them with

bows and some with javelins but many carried sword and shield only. They

had no machines for throwing stones and for very long spears. Their only

hope of repelling the enemy was large bows but those two proved a big failure.

III. Cavalary :- The cavalary mounted on short coutry born panies, was the weakest

arm of Porou's army. On the other hand, the horseman of Alexander's army

were superior not only in numbers but immeasurably so in efficiency, the

height and strength of their horses.

iv. Elephants :-  Each elephant carried three fighters and only one driver, so that

the elephants became uncontrolled like a derelict ship when the 'Mahawat'

was shot off its back by long range missiles.

Alexander's army :

(i) Companions :- The companions were the most esteemed arm of the

macedonian army. This corps enjoyed the first place in the army. At the
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beginning their number was around 1500 men but in the course of war

their number was increased to around 5000.

(ii) Hypaspists :- These men  were the bearers of round shiled. they were

merceneries and used as the heavy infantary, but they were not so heavily

armed as the hoplites. Their spears were shorter, longer swords and their

armour was lighter than those of Phalanx.

(iii). Hoplites : They were consisted of heavy infantary and were known as the

back bone of the famous Spartan army. They wore armour, carried a sword a

spear and an oval shield which covered the whole body. They were well

trained and were often proved irresistable.

(iv) Phalanx :- This was the most notable element in the mecedonian army.

The soldiers wore full defensive armour i.e. , a helmet, a breast-plate, and

two long curved plates protecting their thighs but not covering the lower

leg. Their arms were a long sword, a shield and a distinctive spear called

"Sarrissa". This spear was 24 feet in length and weighed at six feet from its

butt-end, so that when balanced in the soldiers hard at that point, it length

and weighed at that point, it projected 18 feet before him. Philip reduced

the formation of the phalanx to sixteen deep. When a man in the front ranks

fell, a fresh soldier from behind rushed forward to fill the vacant place, so as

not to let the column lose its compactness and  uniformity.

(v). Archers : They were light-armed and very useful for skirmishing and

harrassing the enemy ranks from a distance. "These archers shot equally

well dismounted and at the gallop,... and their missiles pierced cuirass and

shield with axe."

(vi). Artillery or catapults : Gun powder was then unknown, but

Alexanders engineer, called 'Ballists' and catapults, worked by hand, threw

stones and darts to the distance of 300 yards.

The relative sizes of the armies :

Alexander's army which he led himself, was consisted of about 15000

strong, consisting of 5,000 horses and 10,000 foot. Craterus was left at the base

camp with about 30000 men of Phalanx. A third group consisting of three

battalions of the phalanx plus the mercenary cavalary and infantary was

positioned across the river between Craterus and Alexander.

The army with which Porus gave battle to Alexander was about 20,000

infantary 2000 cavalary, 130 elephants and 180 war-chariots. The contigent which

his son had led to intercept Alexander was about 1000-2000 cavalry and 60-120

chariots.

The Battle :-
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THE BATTLEOF JHELUM (HYDESPES) 326 B.C.

Alexander's plan was to deceive Porus by posing a frontal attack across

river Jhelum even though, all known fords in the area were guarded by

contingents of Porus army. The Greek army stationed at Haranpur ford kept up

mock or feint preparations to construct boats in order to impress that Greek army

plans to cross river Jhelum in this area. Actually, Alexander had planned to go

north 17 miles and then cross river Jhelum where he expected no resistance

from porus force. To further confound Porus about his intentions, Alexander used

to move part of his troops along the river in morning towards north and then

bring them back in the evening. Porus on the other side of the river also used to

move part of his troops  to counter the movement of Alexander's force. After a few

days of this routine, the Porus' army became complacent about these daily

movements of the Alexander's army. In the meantime Alexander had been quietly

making extensive preparations for crossing river Jhelum with about 5,0000 cavalry

and 15,000 infantry at a point which was 117 miles north of Haranpur Camp.
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There was a forest in the area where Alexander intended to cross. He used this

forest as cover for his forces and for construction of hundred of boats which were

required to carry his army across river Jhelum. While Alexander's preparation

were being made to across river 17 miles north of Haranpur for his troops at

Haranpur which were augmented by 5,000 troops of king Ambhi, continued to

make preparations and feints for crossing the river which forced Porus not to

move his main froces away on the other side of the river. Alexander's main plan

was to carry out the determined movement while main force of Porus was facing

the river so that when Alexander attacked from the north, he would catch Porus

army facing towards the river at Haranpur. Alexander wanted to take advantage

of the fact that Porus army with change front and get ready for the Greek attack

from an unexpected direction. It seems that in spite of his efforts to surprise Porus,

Alexander did not really succeed in doing. so. On the other hand, Porus was

determined firstly to prevent Alexander from making the passage or attack him

when he was actually in the process of crossing.

On a stormy night when it was raining heavily, Alexander crossed Jhelum

at the predetrminated place and moved rapidly towards the Porus army. As soon

as forward elephants of Alexander's army crossed river Jhelum, the patrols from

Porus army brought him the vital information that the Alexander was crossing

the river upstream. Porus was now faced with the dilemma whether he should

believe the vital information or not. For in case he moved his main army from the

Haranpur ford and moved it north to fight the Greek army, he may be attacked by

the Greek forces which were stationed at Haranpur. If on the other hand, if he did

not move his army and continued to face the Greek army across the river, at

Haranpur ford, he would find himself in a precarious position as the Greek army,

which crossed river Jhelum were to attack him from the north. Porus deliberated

on the course that he should adopt and finally took a rational decision. He sent

one of his sons with 2,000 cavalry, 100 chariots and some infantry, a resonable

strong contingment to meet the Greek force crossing the river in the north and

the main force of Porus continued to be deployed in its original area. The main

reason was that this position was flat and offered the best deployment of his

chariots. If the force of Alexander that had crossed was a small one then elements

of Porus army sent northwards would crush it. If Alexander has crossed with his

main force then contingement of Porus army would offer fierce resistance and

delay further advance of Alexander's army. Meanwhile, this contigent informed

Porus who in turn changed the front of his army and he organised it on the ground

facing northwards in order to deal with Alexander's army.

The Battle-

The contingent sent by Porus was dealt with by Alexander's army without

losing much time but the contingent meanwhile managed to sent vital information

to Porus who then immediately changed his battle plans to fight the main Greek
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army which was going to attack his army from the north. Alexander dispossed off

the contingent sent forward by Porus quickly and then moved forward to deal

with the main army of Porus. Meanwhile, the contingent sent forward by Porus

had given the main force of Porus adequate time to reorganize and redeploy his

army facing north in order to give proper battle to the Greek army. Porus deployed

his army based upon elephants in front which according to him were the most

powerful elements of his army. He deployed the elephants in the centre with the

cavalry guarding the phalanx. He deployed chariots in front of the cavalry which

was guarding flanks of his forces. Porus had deployed his infantry along with

elephants in the centre and kept contact with his cavalry and chariots deployed

on the flanks by constantly interacting between these forces. He himself took

one field riding on the tallest elephants from where he could observe the movement

of his army, but at the same time the Greek army could also pinpoint the location

of Porus since he was riding the tallest elephant. As Alexander approached Porus

army he made upto his plan to crush the Porus army in a pincer movement. Since

the weakest link in Porus army was its cavalry. Alexander decided to deal a

crushing blow to the Porus cavalry. Alexander's cavalry alongwith mounted

archers attacked right flank of Porus dealing crushing blows on Porus cavalry.

Meanwhile Alexander's remainder cavalry attacked Porus cavalary  placed on

the left flank. Alexander's cavalry attacked the cavalry posted on the left flank of

Alexander's forces both from front as well as from the rear. Alexander's cavalry

after crushing Porus' cavalry placed on the right flank moved behind Porus army

and attacked his cavalry on  the left from behind while Alexander's cavalry was

also attacking from the front. Caught between the two attacks, Porus cavalry

guarding his left flank disappeared quickly. Now Porus army had been devoid of

its cavalry. Alexander now surrounded the Porus army by attacking from front as

well as from the flanks and rear.

At the same time, the Greek force stationed at the Haranpur ford also

crossed river Jhelum and attacked Porus army from the rear. Porus army was

now surrounded from all sides. But it fought on bravely under the courageous

leadership of Porus and its subordinate commanders who fought gallantly. Porus

had relied upon the elephants in this battle which proved to be a mistaken belief.

The elephants intially charged the Greek army but the later on the Greek army

killed most of the elephants which made the elephants uncontrollable, so they

killed Porus' infantry as well as Greek infantry when they moved on the battle

field aimlessly. In fact the elephants hardly played any useful  role during this

battle.

Alexander found that in spite of being surrounded on all sides. Porus

refused to surrender and went on fighting even though he ws wounded and there

was no hope of any victory in the battle. According to Greek accounts, Porus who

had taken the field with 30,000 infantry, 3,000, cavalry, 180 chariots and about
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200 elephants had lost over 70% of his force. It is said he lost 20,000 innfantry

and 3,000 cavalry while all his chariots were destroyed and his elephants were

either killed or captured. But the Greek had lost much more troop in the battle

than thay had done so in the past. It is said that the Greek lost 280 cavalry and

700 infantry soldiers killed. Since the normal rate of wouneded and killed is

3.1, it would be rational to assume that nearly 3000 Greek soldiers were wounded.

These were the heaviest losses the Greek army had suffered so far in any battle.

According to the  Greek historian Arian, Alexander's army had suffered 450

soldiers killed in the battle of 'Issus' in 333 BC while less than 300 were killed in

battle of Arbela in 331 BC which decided the fate of Iranian Empire. No wonder

the Greeks had no desire to move forward and fight against the mighty forces of

the Indain king ruling north India. For they must have been scared of the still

heavy casualties they would have suffered in any future conflict  in India. So

Alexander the great decided to return to Greek after reaching river Beas. In short,

Porus though defeated in the battle of Hydaspes had stopped further advance of

Greeks into India. For a king ruling over a small kingdom between Jhelum and

Chenab, it was a big achievement for he had offered fierce resistance to Alexander

the Great whose kingdom stretched from Greece to Western India.

Conslusion :- The battle of Jhelum, therefore, served a dual purpose on

one hand it showed the vulnerability of a country divided into a large number of

small principalities and this paved the way for the ensuring imperial unification

under the Mourayas. On the other hand, the blood that irrigated the battle field of

Jhelum ensured that the entire country did not fell prey to the invaders even

before the strong arms of chandragupta had resolved to defend it.

Suggested Books

1. Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar : Military History of India

2. Anjali Nirmal : The Decisive Battles of Indian History

3. B.K. Majumdar : The Military system in Ancient India.
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War Philosophy of Kautilaya

The steady rise of the empire of Maghada was an important turning point

in the history of India. The main architects of this age of imperial unity were

Kautilaya and his protege Chandragupta. Kautilaya, the most learned and the

most perceptive man produced by this land in any age, condemned foreign rule

as an unmitigated evil.

Kautilaya's 'Asthashastra' is the earliest Indian treatise on Politico-military

affairs and is one of the most perceptive and sophisticated analysis of inter-

dynamis between power, politics and warfare ever written in any country.

Kautilaya is called the Machiavelli of India, because he ignored religion and

morality in decisions regarding matter of state and advised the king to use any

means including war, to achieve the desired objectives which be good for his

kingdom. A King's first responsibility, according to Kautilaya, was to seek power.

He advised the rulers, first to use non-military means to obtain his objectives

before indulging in warfare. He had recommended when the advantages derivable

in peace and war are of equal, one should prefer peace. He stated, "Whoever is

inferior to another shall make peace with him, whoever is superior in power, shall

wage war." He advised every ruler should improve his power, increase the armed

forces, strengthen the Kingdom's parameter defences, improve battle-field

formations and tactics and lastly, augment the treasury with as much regularity

as fruits are gathered from a garden as often as they ripe.

1. Classification of Troops and methods of attack.

Kautilya has advice the king that he should aim to destroy enemy's army

so that his further march into the enemy's kingdom is facilitated. Kautilya has

discussed attack operation of war at length. He has recommended the use of

principles of surprise, deception, and concentration in various method of attack.

He has attached maximum importance to the principles of surprise and

deception which he considers as the most crucial element of war. He has

recommended conventional attack when surprise and deception is not possible

or when he has got overwhelming superiority as well as other advantages over the

enemy. He has recommended that the king should try every possible strategy to

deceive the enemy during the battle to gain his ends. The King may make a false

impression of his own defeat in minds of the enemy who is entrenched in a

favourable position and having thus dragged the enemy force into an unfavourable

position, and then he may strike at the enemy force. He recommends that the
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King should attack enemy's  army while it is facing the sun or when, it is night

and when the enemy cannot find out the direction of attack. Kautilya has in fact

advocated night attacks which was unique for his times, because it was seldom

that an army indulged in night attacks not only in the ancient times but even in

the medieval times. The battles that we know till medieval times used to start in

the morning and finished before nightfall. Night warfare was seldom practiced

even during the middle ages. Kautilya has in fact stated that the king make use

of cotton and other objects tied to drown the noise of elephants and horses, when

he attacks the enemy at night. He has in fact recommended a silent night attack

to achieve complete surprise which was a unique suggestion for the ancient times.

Kautilaya has advocated attack on the front, in the rear as well as on the flanks

depending upon the circumstances. He has suggested that if the frontal attack is

unfavourable, the king should strike from behind. When attack from the rear and

behind is not possible, then the king should attack from the flanks. Kautilya has

invariably suggested that the king should use the principles of surprise and

deception to defeat enemy's army, and go in for conventional war when he has

overwhelming strength.

Apart from this Kautilaya divided the troop into six major catagories. These

are :-

(i) Maula Bal :- The Maula troops were in charge of the root. Both in terms of

fighting skill and loyalty, they were the most dependable troops.

(ii) Bhrita troops :-  These are basically mercenary troops. Kautilaya regarded

them better than 'Shrenis' because they are obedient to king.

(iii) Shrenis :- They were the troops recruited from the warrior clans belonging

to places like Kamboja and Saurashtra.

(iv) Mitra-Bala - The Mitra-bala were the troops supplied by an ally.

(v) Amitra-Bala :- The Amitra-bala were the renegade troops from a hostile

country.

(vi) Atavi-Bala :- They come from the wild forest tribes. They were best paid in

kind and in loot obtained from the enemys country.

2. Fortification :- Fortification of the important towns was a standard practice

in the Maurayan age. The cities were usually founded on the banks of a river, or

at the foot or by the side of hill. Kautilaya has recommended that forts should be

constructed by the king along the border where he should position his troops to

safeguard the security of his kingdom. He has classified the forts under four

principle heads. These are :-

(i) Parvata durg (Hill fort) :- The hill fort has been defined as one which is

either perched on a rocky precipice or built in a valley in the midst of an

encircling range of hills.

(ii) Van durga  (Forest fort ) :- They  must be encompassed with trees and

bushes or should be girded by thickly set tall trees with heavy undergrowth.
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(iii) Dhanvana (Desert fort) :- The desert fort must be located either in the

center of a wild tract devoid of water or even thickets, or in a region rendered

inhospitable by desert salt.

(iv) Andaka (Water-fort) :- The water fort should be situated on an island in

the midest of a river or on a plain surrounded by low ground or marass in

which water is stagnated.

3. Army on the March and deployment :-

Kautilaya has suggested the ways in which army should organise its

movements and also ensure its protection during the march. He has suggested

that before the march, a list of villages and forest situated on the route with

reference to their capacity to supply grass, firewood and water etc., should be

prepared, so that army's requirement can be met. He has given various formations

in which the army should march in case it expects opposition by the enemy either

from the ground or from the flanks. He has made very thoughtful comments

regarding crossing the water obstacles, particularly when the enemy was holding

them. He has stated water obstacles which may be crossed by means of elephants,

phlanks spread over pillars erected to form bridges, boats, timber and mass of

bamboos as well as big buckets covered with skins etc. When the crossing of the

river is obstructed by the enemy on the other side, the invader is advised to cross

somewhere else north or south of the enemy positions and then attack enemy

front from the flanks.

Kautilaya has suggested that the army should be deployed at a favourable

location with its back to the sun and should also be able to assault quickly from

the position. Before selecting the ground for deployment of the army, he has

recommended through reconnaissance to check the nature of the ground in front,

on the flanks as well as on the rear. He has then suggested the battle formation of

the army should be decided accordingly as best suited to the battle field. Kautilya

has categorised the various types of battle fields which are most suitable for use

of either the infantry, the cavalry, the elephants or the chariots. He has suggested

as to how the king should employ elephants, horses, chriots and infantry both

the attacking enemy's position as well as taking a proper defensive position to

repel enemy's attack.

4. Sources of recruitment :- Kautilaya mentioned the following sources of

recruitment for the army :-

(i) The choras or Pratiordhaks (i.e. the thieves, robbers & outlaws).

(ii) The choras-ganas i.e. the organised gangs of brigands.

(iii) The Mlechha tribes like the Kirata highlanders.

(iv) The Atavikas i.e. the foresters.

(v) The shastropajivis i.e. the warrior clans.

Kautilaya himself prefers a purely Kshatriya army. How ever from various

sources of recruitment mentioned above other castes also found a place in the
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army.

5. Administration of the army :-

Since Kautilaya advocated a standing army, it was imperative that the

troops be paid their wages and rations from the state. Kautilaya envisaged a well-

paid, well-fed and well cared for army.

6. The Conduct of battles :-

Kautilaya defines four major categories of battle order. These are :-

(i) Danda (Staff) It was further sub divided into 17 parts.

(ii) Bhoga (Snake) It was sub-divided into 5 parts.

(iii) Mandala (Circle)- two parts

(iv) Asamhata (detatched order ) 6 varieties of arrays.

He says when an army is drawn upto in battle order, the general must not

move it in mass against the enemy but should rather attack the latter with one or

two divisions and when enemy is thrown into confusion, he should be attacked

with the remaining divisions. He also recommends a rear attack on one of the

flanks if a frontal attack is considered unwise.

He also enjoins that physicians with surgical instruments and appliances

and healing ointments and bandages and woman with food and drink should

stand behind, encouraging the fighting man. So, Kautilaya;'s 'Asthashastra' deals

with various aspects like politics, economy and warfare.

Suggested Books

1. S.S. Shastri : Kautilaya's Arthashastra

2. B.K. Majumdar : The Military System in Ancient India.



Battle of Tarrian - 1192 AD

Tarrain is located between Karnal and Thaneswar. The first Battle of Tarrain

was fought between Prithviraj Chauhan and Mohd. Gauri in 1191 AD. The victory

in the first battle of Tarrain was the biggest victory, the Hindus were ever to had

against the Muslims. Unfortunately, Chauhan failed to exploit the victory by a

relentless pursuit. Prithviraj was a capable leader who had conquerred better

part of Rajasthan and his empire started from the present Haryana and included

areas of western UP, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. By that time Punjab including

areas across river  sutlej had already been under the control of the Afghan Kings

when the first battle of Tarrain was fought in 1191. Prithivi Raj, who was the king

of north west India and ruled Delhi has hostile king on the eastern flanks of his

kingdom. Jai chand was the ruler of north India. Jaichand and Prithiviraj were

at loggerhead sat that time.

An accurate account of the battle is not available. In all probability, it was

a general engagement, with the Hindus winning by the sheer weight of their

numbers. Gauri was badly wounded. He flung himself into the attack on the

elephant of Govindraja. Govindraja, in turn, injured him seriously and Gauri

had to carried away from the battle field. Gauri's army retreated in disorder but it

was pursued by Chauhan's army for a short distance only. The victory in the first

battle of Tarrain was the biggest victory of Prithiviraj Chauhan. Unfortunately,

Prithviraj failed to exploit the victory by a relentless pursuit. He lacked political

foresight odness. He should have realised that at that time Gauri's rule was not

firmly established in the Punjab. He should have continued to chase the disabled

Muslims army right through the Punjab but he contended himself by marching

leisurely up to Bathinda and beseiged the fort there. There he wasted 13 months

to re-capture the Bathinda fort.

On the other hand, Gauri who had gone back to Afghanistan made through

preparations for another attack. With sustained efforts, he raised an army which

the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri described as 1,20,000 cavalry clad in armour. The Hindu

army is again described having a massive strength of 3,00,000 Horses and 3000

elephants. The sources also mentioned that it was a confedracy of about 150

Rajput princes. This time Chauhan delayed in mobilising his force; many of his

former allies were too lazy or in different to fight for him. Moreover, troops were

neither well equipped nor well trained.

The Turkish army mostly consisted of strong cavalry forces, though they

had infantry formation as well. They had well equipped and well trained army

B.A.PART-II       Defence & Strategic Studies
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which could fight both defensive as well as offensive battles. Besides infantry

and cavalry, the Turks had unit of archers also who could carry bows and arrows

and give necessary support to their assaulting infantary or cavalry forces. On the

other hand, Rajputs had no mounted archers in their armies.

The Rajputs normally believed in attacking enemy force in fierce attack.

The reservers were the last troops which were used by the kings to decide the

battle in its favour. They did not had sturdy and strong forces. They used to divide

their army for the battle by  having light forces. They used their cavalry to attack

enemy forces from the flanks but generally the Rajputs made frontal attack.

The military of Gauri was divided into parts. The forward troops were called

Harawal. They were light armed troops who were to move forward ahead of the

main army it is advancing to carry out a recci of the area and to find out enemies

strength. They were lightly equipped. Behind the Harawal, a systamatically

deployed army was there which was divided into three parts left, centre and right.

In the rear, three forces were deployed as left, centre and right. This forces was a

mobile force carrying light bows and arrows.

Battle of Tarrain (1192 AD)

The Afghan army relied on mobility.

The Battle :-

The second battle of Tarrain in 1192 established Pathan Kingdom in north

India, which later on, was followed by Mughal empire. Gauri, avoiding Bathinda,

arrived some ten miles in front of the Hindu army. Here he received a friendly

warning from Prithviraj, asking him to save his soldiers' lives by going back

without fighting and Chauhan swore by his gods that he would allow a safe passage

to them without attacking it during the disorder of retreat.

On receiving the letter Gauri replied," it is very generous and friendly of

you to make this after of peace. I am sending a messenger to my brother, who is

the reigning Sultan, urging him to agree to make peace with god on the condition

of Bathinda, Punjab & Multan remaining  with the Ghor and rest of Hindustan

under Rajas. Pending the arrival of his reply, I beg you to suspend hostilities."

The moved proved a complete success. The simple trustful Rajputs
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swallowed the bait and believing the invandor's pacific tone to be due to his fear

of their valour and a sense of his own weakness in numbers, they made no

preparation for action and even neglected the common alertness necessary in

the face of an enemy. Shihabudin, on his part, lost no time. He matured his plan

for attacking the Hindus the very next morning, because, while his army was

now at its fullest strength, every day's delay meant some addition to his enemy's

ranks and the consumption of his own provisions in idleness. He, therefore, set

his army in motion some hours before day-break, covered the intervening miles

unmolested and secured a lodgement in front of the Hindu camp before they

could take the alarm.

It was the early dawn of a winter's day. The deluded Hindus were totally

off their guard. Most of their soldiers had come out of their quarters into the waste

land around for answering the call of nature or taking their morning bath. But so

vast and sprawling was the Hindu camp that the surpirse caused no disaster to it,

especially as Shihabuddin held his men in hand instead of dispersing them by

dashing attacks. The aggressor, however, gained two great advantages;

(1) He seized the tactical initiative and forced the Hindus to fight on the ground

Battle of Teran (1192 AD)
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and in the manner of the Turk's own choosing, instead of the defenders

delivering any attack planned and prepared for before. In fact, all day long

the Rajputs had to dance exactly as Shihabuddin played the tune.

(2) The Hindus had to fight on empty stomachs.

This last needs explanation today. It was the Hindu practice to prepare for

a pitched battle by waking at 3 o'clock in the morning, performing the morning

wash and worship, eating the cooked food (pakwan) kept ready beforehand, putting

on arms, and marching out to their appointed places in the line of battle at sunrise.

But in the second battle of Tarrian, the Rajputs could take no breakfast; they had

to snatch up their arms and from their lines as best as they could in a hurry.

Shihabuddin's plan of battle was to give the Rajput cavalry no chance for

their shock tactics which had proved irresistible in his first encounter with them,

but to make them move as he willed. He had left his heavy baggage, stores,

elephants and non-combatants in his camp, ten miles behind, and advanced in

light kit with his fighters only. His cavalry, all archers, were placed in four

divisions of about 10,000 men each, who formed his vanguard, right and left

wings, and rear. They were ordered to advance turn by turn and keep the Rajputs

in play by shooting at them from a distance, but when the Indians advanced to

engage them they were to feign flight and retreat beyond a horse's course, so as

not to be entangled in combat. The real striking force of Shihabuddin was a corps

of 12,000 steel-clad warriors, select men mounted on superb horses, kept under

his personal command, as "strength in reserve," in the centre, a short distance

behind the front line of attack. They were to be launched at the right moment to

decide the issue.

These Parthian tactics bewildered and baffled the Hindus. They spent all

their energy and time in the futile game of chasing and trying to catch up the

elusive Central Asian horsemen before them. In this fashion the battle, or rather

the series of skirmishes, raged from 9 o'clock in the afternoon, at the end of which

the Hindus were utterly dispirited by the futility of their exertions and exhausted

from hunger and thirst. Their caste rules prevented them from being readily

refreshed with food and drink in the battle front.

After such an unconquerable lassitude had seized the Hindu ranks,

Shihabuddin gave the signal. His 12,000 choice heavy cavalry advanced like a

solid wedge smashing their way through the loose-knit wavering Rajput ranks.

Nothing could stand before such shock tactics. In a twinkle of the eye the battle

was over. The Hindus broke into a hopeless flight in which tens of thousands of

them were cut down unresisting. Govind Raja, the leader of the van had been

killed earlier, and now Prithviraj himself, who had changed his elephant for a

horse, was swept away by the tide of fugitives, captured on  the bank of the

Saraswati, and put to death in cold blood, to appease Shihabuddin's wrath. With

him fell many others of the 150 Hindus Rajas who had joined the national
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confederacy. Legend and song have preserved the names of only some of these

martyrs of liberty, such as Malesi, the Kachhwa chief.

The battle of Tarain was not simply a decisive battle, it was a decisive

exposition of everything that had gone  rotten in the Indian system as a whole.

The muslim succeeded and established their stronghold over the entire north

Indian sub-continent in the course of time.

Suggested Readings

Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar - Military History of India.

B.K. Majumdar - The Military System in Ancient India.



Lesson No. 1.4

Battle of Panipat (1526 AD)

Introduction :-

 A hundred and twenty five years after Timurs invasion, his sixth

descendent, Zahiruddin Babur began the Turki conquest of India. After losing

his parental dominion, the small state of Fargana, he had established himself in

Kabul and From this base he began a series of raids into Punjab which was then

governed by Daulat Khan on behalf of the Lodi Sultan of Delhi. Dault was faithless

to his master and helped Babur in the hope of making himself independent but

in the end his ally crushed him and seized Punjab.

Ibrahim Lodi, the Afghan Sultan of Delhi was a brave man but his

government was torn by the rebellions of his kinsmen who fought and conspired

to make themselves independent in their respective districts or to oust him from

his thorne.

From Lahore Babur marched to Panipat, capturing the Lodi posts on the

way and defeating two detachments sent by Ibrahim in advance of himself. Against

such a swift-pace compact enemy force, Ibrahim moved in the loudly Indian

fashion making one march of two or three miles and then halting for two days.

His camp was one vast disorderly moving city. The decisive battle of Panipat was

fought on April 21, 1526.

(a) The relative strength of the rival armies :-

 Babur himself put his army at 12,000, and  the Indian army at 1,00,000

men and 1,000 elephants. the latter might be an enggeration because Delhi empire

was in no position to raise a regular army of 1,00,000. J.N. Sarkar estimates that

the Delhi army should have been in the vicinity of about 20,000 cavalry, 20,000

baronial cavalry of third rate horses and a rabble of 30,000 sehbandi variously

armed with pikes, swords and even lathis.

Regarding the strength of the Mughal army, most historians agree that

Babur gave a low figure. Yadgar puts Babur's army at 24,000. Haig agrees with

him and gives a figure of about 25,000. Thus it should be obvious that the

numerical superiority of the Indian's was not a disputed feet. It was Babur's

superior generalship, skillful deployment and fighting and the quality of the troops

that ensured his victory.

(b) Deployment of opposing forces and the Battle :-

Babur  had deployed his forces east of Panipat town, with his face to the

south. Thus his right flank was protected by the impendiment of the houses of the

town and could not be attacked easily. There were some natural defences for his

B.A. PART-II      Defence & Strategic Studies
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left flank. They were appraently the ditches created by the dried nalahs of the

Yamuna which had receded further eastwards after the monsoon floods. Whenever

the ground was level, the barriers of abatis were created.

The guns and the matchlockment were deployed in the centre spread in a

line. In this battle Babur introduced the concept of a laager or wagon-fort. This

technique was frequently used in Europe and by the Ottoman Turks. It was

invented by the Hussits in the Bohemian wars to deal with the German cavalry.

Usually the laager was a circle or a hollow square. The wagons, linked together,

gave some protection to the artillery (then a very valuable thing) and the infantry.

Babur used an open-line formation. About 700 baggage carts were lined up and

lined together by typing their wheels with ropes of twisted raw ox-hide in the

Turkish fashion. Babur frequently mentions that he had learnt this technique

from the Rumi (i.e. the Ottoman Turks). This was a simple and effective device to

break a cavalry charge. Between every two carts he set up movable mantlets or

breastworks (called Tura) on wooden tripods to protect the matchlockmen. About

five or six of them were placed between two carts. The laager was not a continuous

line. Babur says that gaps were left in the line at regular intervals to provide

sally-space for the cavalry. He says that these gaps were left at a distance of about

an arrow's flight each, and were wide enough to allow about 150 horsemen to

march out abreast.

Babur's army was deployed in the standard Turkish fashion of a vanguard,

left wing, right wing, center, the Iltmish, and the flanking parties at the outer

ends of the two wings to execute the 'tulughma'. These flanking parties consisted

of selected horsemen, and their task was to turn the enemy's flanks and hit him

in the rear by a wheeling movement. This was poetically described as the horns

of the crescent closing in the enemy's rear. Babur took the center to himself with

Chin Timur Sultan to his right and Mir Ali Khalifa to his left. Humayun and

Khvaja Kilan led the right wing. the left wing was commanded by Muhammad

Sultan Mirza and Mehndi Khwaja. The Iltmish was placed on the two sides of the

center. It was led by Abdul Aziz, the Master of the Horse. the vanguard was led by

Khusrav Kukultash and Muhammad Ali Jang.

The deployment of the Delhi army is not exactly available. It should

essentially have been the same which the Muslims had been using in India for

over three centuries.

The Afghan army marched out from its camp at daybreak and covering

four miles in three hours, went straight into battle. The first move was made by

them and Babur waited patiently. The Indian left wing. Their progress was halted

for some time by the defensive arrangments of Babur. It seems they wasted some

time in wondering how to cope with the larger. while the front ranks were in a

state of hesitation, the rear ranks pressed on, and this created considerable

confusion. this shows that the Indians had committed the grave mistake of not
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having properly reconnoitered the battlefield before rushing in to charge. Babur

took advantage of the confusion and sent the flanking party to execute the

tulughma and ply the rear of the enemy's left wing with arrows. The tulughma

was executed on the left flank also and struck the enemy's right wing in the rear.

At about the same time both the left and the right wings of Babur advanced

an a close combat ensured. Babur admits that both wings were hard pressed and

he had to send reinforcements to both of them. The efficient use of the Iltmish,

however, ensured that the Afghan assault blunted itself.

The last to engage was the center. The Afghan center received the full fury

of the Mughal firearms. With Ustad Ali Quli in the center front and Mustafa Khan

Rumi in the left of the center, the Zarb-zan and the matchlocks poured  in a

withering fire. In the words of Rushbrook Williams, they rained death upon the

crowded ranks, and the unfortunate Afghans fell by thousands beneath the swords

and arrows of the Mughals.

The Indian army found itself in a very difficult situation. It was exposed to

the arrows in the flanks, and to shot and bullets in the front. The elephants did

not prove to be of much use. The mahaouts were shot down by bullets or arrows

and the driverless wounded beast were forced to turn back, trampling some of

their own men as has happened in India since centuries. the murderous fire on

the center ensured that Ibrahim Lodhi could not send any reinforcements to his

wings. This was one of the decisive contributions of the firearms, and was to

prove fatal for the Indian army as the hard pressed wings gave way and were

pushed back into a disordered circle. The Afghans fought desperately. Some

commanders even attempted counter-charges but the day was lost. Babur had

maneuvered his smaller army into such an advantageous position that the Delhi

army could not recover. About 6,000 of them were killed including Ibrahim Lodhi

himself. Ultimately the Afghans broke up in fight. A relentless pursuit was made

and thousands were killed. Some estimates put the total consulities at about

20,000.

Conclusion :

The battle of Panipat introduced fire arms in the Indian subcontinent.

However the Indian kings refused to learn and develop muskets or guns. After

establishing himself at Delhi, Babur, fought another battle with Rajputs in 1527

at Kanwah and defeated Rana Sangha. Babur again made use of his fire arms and

followed the same tactics as he had done against Lodhi. So, Delhi was captured

and Mughal empire was established whose writ was to run in Delhi till 1857,

when the last king of Mughals was captured by the Britishers and deported to

Burma as a prisonner.

 


